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New York - Christie’s is proud to announce Robert Alice’s SOURCE [ON NFTs[ (2024), the first on-chain,
generative art collection on Christie’s 3.0 will be auctioned and minted live on the blockchain on 12 March, in
partnership with TASCHEN. The collection features 400 unique generative digital paintings by Robert Alice - a
pioneer in crypto art and NFTs. The auction coincides with the release of ON NFTs, the largest art historical
study on NFTs to date. The first-of-its-kind, 600-page publication charts the digital medium’s origins and
evolution and was edited and co-written by Robert Alice. The artistic works in SOURCE [On NFTs[ were
inspired by the art historical work that Alice put into the book. It is the project that came out of and was inspired
by the making of the book.

Marking the US launch of On NFTs, Christie’s are partnering with TASCHEN to auction a selection of copies of
The Hard Code Edition along with SOURCE [On NFTs]. TASCHEN have reserved the rarest and earliest edition
numbers, Edition No. 1 through 10, of the full edition of 600 for the auction. The first 10 mints/bid at auction will
receive the edition numbers of between Editions No. 1-10.

Sebastian Sanchez, Manager, Digital Art Sales, Christie’s, remarks, “The 400 artworks in SOURCE [On NFTs/
investigate how literature and language inform the digital space. ach NFT is an expression of its source
material, referencing traits from 30 books, writings and manifestos — from Walter Benjamin’s The Work of Art
in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction to Seth Siegelaub’s The Artist’s Reserved Rights Transfer and Sale
Agreement - that are foundational to an understanding of NFTs.”




Developed in collaboration with Digital Practice, a Web3 Fine Art Development group in New York City, Alice’s
cutting-edge approach uses a Natural Language Processing (NLP) algorithm - similar to machine learning and Al
models - to categorize texts according to their semantic meanings, identify their key phrases and generate new
phrases that merge disparate histories to create new meaning. Works of science fiction collide with seminal
digital art manifestos while cryptography whitepapers merge with 7" Century Chinese philosophical texts. The
source material was sclected to reveal the cultural ecology around the origin of NFTs, so the new phrases
poetically distill the pre-history of NFTs.

A form of digital graffiti, the text is layered into large color fields made entirely of text fragments that veer
between legibility and illegibility, order and chaos. The tradition of color fields is recast as a celebration of the
RGB color spectrum that characterizes digital art today. Together, this chaotic gestural system is an attempt to
inject a deeper element of chance and chaos into generative systems.

Robert Alice remarks, “SOURCE [On NFTs] is the artistic reflection on the process of creating On NFTs. These
digital paintings attempt to distill the inherent chaos and fragility of history, especially in our contemporary
moment, while rooting itself in a number of specific insights regarding NEFTs that I found most poignant when
editing and writing the publication. First, NFTs when stripped to their bones are just text. Whether an on-chain
work or a hyperlink, text is current and currency that creates and secures NFTs. Secondly, blockchains are the
latest breakthrough in the history of publishing and so it was this dance, between the importance of text to
NFTs and the disruption of blockchain to publishing, that has been the guiding inspiration and philosophical
backdrop to both SOURCE [On NFTs[ and the book itself.”

SOURCE |ON NFTs] will be sold in a ‘Dutch auction’, in which the asking price decreases over time. A first for
Christie’s 3.0, the format has gained popularity in the Web3 community. Pricing details to follow.

Nicole Sales Giles, VP, Director, Digital Art Sales comments, “We're thrilled to be launching a generative art
project at Christie’s, and we're delighted to collaborate with Robert Alice. I'm particularly excited about this
sale as it’s a full circle moment for Christie’s: Robert Alice’s work, Block 21 (42.36433° N. -71.26189° ) (from
Portraits of a Mind), was the first NFT at Christie’s, accompanying a physical work of art by the artist in our
October 2020 New York Day Sale.”

Marlene Taschen, Managing Director of TASCHEN says, “We are very excited for the auction of Robert
Alice's SOURCE |On NFTs| at Christies in partnership with our publication ‘On NFTs’, the first major art
historical survey on the subject. Edited by Robert Alice who, as an artist and curator himself, gave us a lot of
confidence in this ambitious project. Alice curated the artist selection with an unusual, inspiring, and
decentralized approach, drawing on the knowledge and recommendations of the chosen artists. The result is a
fascinating picture of this disruptive genre.”
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Christie’s 3.0 is a marketplace that allows for fully on-chain NFT sales. The first among art auction houses, Christie’s 3.0
exemplifies our innovative vision and investment in expertise to anticipate, identify and expand opportunities to engage
with new audiences, markets, and collecting categories. Christie’s remains committed to the artists and collectors in the
Web3 space.

Christie’s 3.0 ensures that all transactions, including post-sale, are automatically recorded on the Ethereum blockchain, and
provides compliance and taxation tools. In addition to offering the highest level of curation in the NFT art market, the
platform addresses fundamental market needs by providing compliance and taxation tools.

About Christie’s

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and
Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted for our expert live and
online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a full portfolio of global services,
including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more than 70 art and luxury categories, at price points
ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 7 of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, achieved the world record price
for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to support
innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also committed to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide. To
learn more, browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.
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