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SOLD ! 

 
Auctioneer Cécile Verdier, President of Christie’s France, selling a Tellem Figure for €1,250,000 

setting a new world auction record  

 

ARTS D'AFRIQUE, D'OCEANIE ET DES AMERIQUES 

TOTALS €6M 
 

• 21 lots sold out of 22 

• 5 lots over €500K, 2 lots over €1M. 

• Preemption by the Musée du Quai Branly J. Chirac 
 

 



 

THE SALE AT A GLANCE :  
Sale overview : This sale celebrate the arts of the Ivory Coast, the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

and Papua New Guinea in particular. Highlights of the auction include an iconic baule mask, a 

fascinating kota reliquary figure, as well as a very rare figure from Lake Sentani. (read more) 

 

Sale’s total :   €6,005,580  

Pre-sale estimates :  €2,971,000 – 4,199,000 

Number of lots : 22 

98% of lots sold 
Buyers from over twenty countries  

THE TOP LOT OF THE SALE : 
Lot number : 14 

Work : Baule Mask, Ivory Coast  

Sold for :  €2,036,500 

Provenance : A member of the Monuments Men, an anthropologist and a curator for several 

American museums, Frederick Pleasants also distinguished himself as a collector of taste and one of 

the most important specialists of African, Oceanic and South American arts in the 20th century. 

For more information  

 

MOST NOTABLE LOTS: 

 

 

 

Baule Mask, Ivory Coast, portrait of a 
Monuments man, 12 3/4 in. (32.5 cm) high. 

Estimate on request 
Sold for : €2,036,500 

Lot essay 

 

Tellem Figure, Bandiagara 
escarpment, Mali, 23 1/4 in. (59 cm) 

high. 
Estimate : €120,000 – 180,000 

Sold for :  €1,250,000 
Lot essay 

WORLD AUCTION RECORD FOR A 
TELLEM FIGURE 

Figure, Lake Sentani, Western 

New Guinea, Indonesia, 47 1/2 in. 

(121 cm) high. 

Estimate : € 200,000 – 300,000 

Sold for : €352,800 

Lot essay 

Preemption by the Musée du Quai 

Branly – Jacques Chirac 

BROWSE FULL SALE RESULTS HERE IMAGES AVAILABLE FOR THE PRESS HERE 
PRESS CONTACT : pressparis@christies.com +33 (0)1 40 76 84 08 / 72 73 
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About Christie’s  
  

• Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and 
online auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art 
appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the 
Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and 
Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).  

• Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. 
Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most 
valuable collection ever offered at auction (November 2022). In recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for 
an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue 
Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for 
buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a 
client’s individual pace.  

• Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house 
(Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an 
industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, 
including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding 
experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.  

• Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including 
achieving sustainability by reducing our carbon emissions by 50% and pledging to be net zero by 2030, and actively using its 
platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.   

• Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s 
apps.  

  
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of 
Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.  
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