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CHRISTIE’S GLOBAL PRESIDENT  

JUSSI PYLKKÄNEN  

TO LEAVE CHRISTIE’S IN 2024 
 
 

AFTER 38 YEARS, PYLKKÄNEN IS TO BEGIN  

A NEW ROLE AS PRIVATE ART ADVISOR 
 

 
Jussi Pylkkänen selling Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn for $195 million  

at Christie’s New York (May 2022) 

 
LONDON – Christie’s Chief Executive Officer Guillaume Cerutti announced today that after 38 years of 
dedicated service to the company, Christie’s Global President Jussi Pylkkänen plans to step down from 
his formal role at the auction house to work as an independent art advisor. 
 
On November 9, Jussi will take his final New York auction when he climbs into the rostrum for the 20th 
Century Evening sale, and will then make his final appearance as an auctioneer in London for the Old 
Masters Evening sale on December 7.   
 
Guillaume Cerutti, Christie’s Chief Executive Officer, commented: "Jussi is a well-loved member of the 

Christie’s family. We are very grateful for his tremendous contribution to Christie’s, as a respected art 

specialist, a remarkable business getter and one of our best auctioneers. We wish him the best on 

beginning this next phase of his career as an independent client advisor.” 

 
Jussi Pylkkänen, Global President, commented: “Christie’s is an inspiring place to work and has brought 
me great happiness across four decades working with the very best specialists in the market, at the very 
heart of the art world.  I have been privileged to have the opportunity to befriend collectors all over the 
globe and auctioneer works of art of superb quality in every category in London, New York, Paris and 
Hong Kong.  The art market continues to evolve and the extraordinary influx of buyers at the top of the 
market now offers me a unique opportunity to share my experience with a new generation of collectors 
who are keen to buy major works of art both privately and at auction.” 
 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/20th-century-evening-sale-22055-nyr/
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/20th-century-evening-sale-22055-nyr/
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/old-masters-part-i-20685-cks/
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/old-masters-part-i-20685-cks/


A renowned specialist in 20th Century Art, with more than 30 years of experience in the field, Jussi was 
Director of Christie’s Impressionist and Modern Art Department from 1995 to 2005. He was appointed 
Global President of Christie’s in 2014, after serving ten years as President of Christie's Europe, Middle 
East and Russia. 
 
Jussi is perhaps best recognised publicly as one of Christie’s principal auctioneers. In 20 years at the 
rostrum, he has taken major sales in every category and for many leading charities including UNICEF, 
The Red Cross, Terrence Higgins Trust and The Art of Wishes. As auctioneer, he sold Leonardo da Vinci’s 
Salvator Mundi in 2017 after a fierce 19-minute battle, for a groundbreaking $450.3 million, and 
followed this historic sale with the auction of the most expensive 20th Century painting, Andy Warhol’s 
iconic Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, which achieved $195 million in 2022.  He is also renowned for his work 
with Christie’s market-leading Collection Sales, serving as auctioneer for the celebrated collections of 
Elizabeth Taylor (2011), Peggy and David Rockefeller (2018) and Paul G. Allen (2022). The last of these 
remains the most expensive single-owner collection ever sold at auction at a breathtaking $1.6 billion. 
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About Christie’s 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, 
Middle East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted 
for our expert live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a 
full portfolio of global services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more 
than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-
owner collections in history, achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction 
platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also 
committed to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and 
join us for the best of art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  
 

* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at 
the back of the sale catalogue.  *Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.  
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