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FINAL TOTAL FOR LANDMARK TWO-PART AUCTION 

 

 

 

£3,815,280 

99% sold by lot 

40% of registrants new to Christie’s  

Bidders from 32 countries 

 

Over 70 records set for iconic books by authors including 

 Samuel Beckett, George Orwell, George Bernard Shaw, 

Dylan Thomas and P. G. Wodehouse 

 

Over 15 author records set including  

James Baldwin, Agatha Christie, Arthur Conan Doyle,  

Patricia Highsmith, Langston Hughes and Evelyn Waugh  

 

London – A true celebration of Charlie Watts: Gentleman, Collector, Rolling Stone, the landmark two-part 

sale of his Literature and Jazz collection has now concluded, realising an overall total of £3,815,280. On 29 

September, Part II closed achieving £1,063,692; this built on the success of Part I which realised £2,751,588. 

The sales comprised over 500 lots, with 40% of registrants new to Christie’s and bidders from 32 countries. 

Significant records were set for over 70 important literary works, more than 15 globally-acclaimed authors and 

a range of jazz memorabilia.  

 

Benedict Winter, Specialist, Private & Iconic Collections and Mark Wiltshire, Specialist, Books & 

Manuscripts at Christie’s: “It has been a real privilege for Christie’s to offer Charlie Watts’s outstanding 

collection of literature and jazz to the world, opening a remarkable window into his lifelong passions. From the 

sale announcement, to exhibitions in Los Angeles, New York and London, through to the live and online 

auctions, Charlie’s exceptional taste has captivated the hearts of fans, connoisseur collectors and institutions 

globally.” 



 

Part I was led by an important presentation copy of The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, a book which 

defines the Jazz Age, inscribed to ‘the original Gatsby’, which sold for £226,800. For full results please click 

here. 

 

Part II was led by A Damsel in Distress by P.G. Wodehouse which sold for £21,420. For full results, please 

click here. 

 

Following multiple world auction records set in Part I including Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound of the 

Baskervilles, Agatha Christie’s The Thirteen Problems and Evelyn Waugh’s Brideshead Revisited, Part II 

achieved a number of further records including the world record for a signed photograph of Josephine Baker. 
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About Christie’s 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, 
Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned 
and trusted for our expert live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers 
our clients a full portfolio of global services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. 
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 
of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully 
on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to support innovative startups in the art market. 
Christie’s is also committed to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide. To learn more, browse, 
bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  
 
*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of 
the sale catalogue.   
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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