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 OLD MASTER & BRITISH DRAWINGS SALES  
TOTAL $6,198,012 

 

GRAND TOTAL FOR DRAWINGS IN TWO SALES: “REMASTERED: OLD MASTERS FROM THE 
COLLECTION OF J.E. SAFRA” & “OLD MASTER AND BRITISH DRAWINGS”   

 
OLD MASTER AND BRITISH DRAWINGS SALE: TOTALS $1,822,212 – 149% HAMMER ABOVE 

LOW ESTIMATE – OVER 10% OF BIDDERS & BUYERS ARE NEW 

 
Old Master and British Drawings 

JOHANNES WIERIX (ANTWERP 1549-CIRCA 1620 BRUSSELS) 
The Creation and Early History of Man in twenty scenes 

pen and brown ink on vellum 
Price Realized: $403,000 

 

New York — There was spirited bidding from North America, Europe, and China during Old Master & British 

Drawings, which made a total of $1,822,212, which is 149% hammer over low estimate, with more than 10% of 

bidders and buyers new to the Old Master Drawings category at Christie’s. Leading the sale was Johannes 

Wierix’s Creation and Early History of Man in twenty scenes, a series of brown ink on vellum drawings that made 

$403,000. Other highlights include, a figure study of a Seminude woman seated among reeds by François 

Boucher, which fetched $277,200; a sheet containing Two studies of an actor in the costume of Crispin by Jean-

Antoine Watteau, which realized $182,700; and the Crucifixion of Christ by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, which 

made $176,400. This sale follows Remastered: Old Masters from the Collection of J.E. Safra, which took 

place the day before, and included five drawings lots, among them Jean-Baptiste Oudry’s album of drawings 

illustrating the fables of La Fontaine that made a world-record price for the artist, $2,700,000. 

 

Christie’s International Head of Old Master Drawings, Stijn Alsteens said, “This is an extraordinary result 

for two days of Old Master and British Drawings sales, and further proof of the strength of this market and of 

Christie’s position within it.”    

 

  

https://www.christies.com/auction/old-master-british-drawings-21397-nyr
https://www.christies.com/auction/old-master-british-drawings-21397-nyr
https://www.christies.com/auction/remastered-old-masters-from-the-collection-of-j-e-safra-selling-without-reserve-22297-nyr
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6411035?ldp_breadcrumb=back&intObjectID=6411035&from=salessummary&lid=1
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6411035?ldp_breadcrumb=back&intObjectID=6411035&from=salessummary&lid=1


 

   
FRANÇOIS BOUCHER (PARIS 1703-1770) A 

Seminude woman seated among reeds  
red and black chalk, heightened with white, 

stumping, on light brown paper  
Price Realized: $277,200 

 

JEAN-ANTOINE WATTEAU (VALENCIENNES 
1684-1721 NOGENT-SUR-MARNE)  

Two studies of an actor in the costume of 
Crispin  

Red chalk 
Price Realized: $182,700 

 

GIOVANNI BATTISTA TIEPOLO (VENICE 
1696-1770 MADRID) 

The Crucifixion of Christ 
black chalk, brush and brown ink 

Price Realized: $176.400 

 

 

  

• Browse full sale results for Old Master and British Drawings HERE.  

• Browse full sale results for Remastered: Old Masters from the Collection of J.E. Safra HERE. 

• Press images available on request.  

 

 

PRESS CONTACT: 

Edward Lewine | elewine@christies.com | 212 636 2680 

 
About Christie’s 
 

• Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its bespoke private 

sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a 

physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong 

Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

• Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important 

single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection ever offered at auction (November 2022). In recent years, 

Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot 

Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, 

jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 

• Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently launched the 

first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies 

that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding 

experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats. 

• Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through net zero 

carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.  

• Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

 

* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale 
catalogue. 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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