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London – Lucas Cranach the Elder’s (1472-1553) The Nymph of the 

Spring (estimate: £6,000,000-8,000,000) and Jan Jansz. den Uyl’s 

(1595-1639) Pewter jug and silver tazza on a table (estimate: 

£2,500,000-3,500,000) from The Collection of Cecil & Hilda Lewis, will 

be leading highlights in the Old Masters Evening Sale on 7 July, during 

Classic Week London. Revered within collecting circles, Cecil and 

Hilda Lewis were true connoisseurs and generous philanthropists, 

who supported wide-ranging charitable and cultural endeavours, from 

the V&A and National Gallery to the Weizman Institute of Science. The 

Cranach will be on public view at Christie’s London headquarters from 

24 February to 1 March, ahead of both paintings touring to New York 

and Hong Kong, prior to being in the pre-sale London exhibition from 

1 to 7 July.  

 

One of the most significant works by Lucas Cranach the Elder to come on to the market in living 

memory, The Nymph of the Spring is the largest treatment of one of the artist’s most beautiful 
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Lucas Cranach the Elder (1472-1553) 
The Nymph of the Spring 

Painted in circa 1540 
Estimate: £6,000,000-8,000,000 

Jan Jansz. den Uyl (1595-1639) 
Pewter jug and silver tazza on a table 

Painted in 1633 
Estimate: £2,500,000-3,500,000 



mythological subjects.  The picture offers a beguiling interplay between the overtly seductive nymph 

and the cautionary warning  to the viewer against approaching her, made clear by the inscription 

‘FONTIS NYMPHA SACRI SOMNVM NE / RVMPE QVIESCO’ (I am the Nymph of the Sacred Spring: 

Do not disturb my sleep. I am resting). Impeccably preserved, and signed with the artist’s device of a 

serpent with folded wings, the picture can been dated to circa 1540.    

 

The undisputed masterpiece of Jan den Uyl – one of the most 

talented and highly original still-life painters of the Dutch Golden 

Age – Pewter jug and silver tazza on a table has always been 

lauded for its compositional daring and dazzling technical 

virtuosity.  Beautifully signed with the artist’s device of an owl (uyl 

being the Dutch word for owl), on the table cloth (illustrated below), 

the picture is coming to the market for the first time in over 30 years, 

having been acquired by Cecil and Hilda 

Lewis in 1988. Three years earlier the 

picture was described as the 'most 

beautifully perfect Dutch monochrome 

still-life in existence' in Art+Auction (D. 

Gimelson, September 1985). This work has not been seen in public since 

1999, when it was exhibited at The Rijksmuseum in Still- Life Paintings 

from the Netherlands 1550-1720.  

 

Henry Pettifer, Head of the Old Masters Department, Christie’s London, commented: “These 

two superlative pictures are fitting testaments to the exceptional quality of the collection formed by 

Cecil and Hilda Lewis. Cranach’s Nymph of the Spring is a tour-de-force, firmly aligned  in the great 

tradition of the female nude in art, from Giorgione and Durer to Titian, Goya, Manet and Modigliani. 

The Jan den Uyl  is one of the very finest monochrome still-lifes from the Dutch Golden Age. In an 

age when real masterpieces in the Old Master category are in short supply on the market, we are 

delighted to give collectors the opportunity to acquire these two extraordinary paintings.’’   

 

Orlando Rock, Christie’s Chairman UK: “It is a great honour for Christie’s to be entrusted with 

bringing these two masterpieces to the market. Celebrated for their joint  passion for artistic brilliance 

and a deeply disciplined and informed approach, the remarkable collection formed by Cecil and Hilda 

Lewis was generously shared with scholars, curators and connoisseurs alike – and their philanthropic 

generosity to cultural institutions and scientific research is a perfect reflection of their remarkable 

legacy and joie de vivre.” 
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, 
as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art 
financing, international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, 
Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It 
also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent 
years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a 
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single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, 
working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the ground-breaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major 
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As 
an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, 
including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, 
and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving 
sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-
represented voices and support positive change. 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 
Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable 
fees.  
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