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Christie’s 10th Shanghai Auction Anniversary Unveils 
 

Auction Debut For Rare Manuscript By Albert Einstein  
At Christie’s Asia  

 
Preview 

15 - 16 September | Beijing 
20 - 23 September | Shanghai  

 
Live Auction 

23 September | Waldorf Astoria Shanghai 
 

 
                                                Source/Provider: @Pictures from History 

 
ALBERT EINSTEIN (1879-1955)  

Autograph Manuscript 
signed (‘A. Einstein‘), ‘Altes und Neues zur Feld‐Theorie’ 

[Berlin, before 3 February 1929] 
14 pages, 290 x 229mm. 

Estimate: CNY 7,000,000 – 10,000,000 / 
USD 980,000 – 1,400,000 

 

SHANGHAI – Christie's is excited to present an autograph manuscript by the renowned scientist Albert Einstein 
in the dynamically curated 10th Shanghai Auction Anniversary: 20th/21st Century Art Evening Sale, to be 
held on 23 September at the Waldorf Astoria Shanghai. This marks the auction debut for this rare manuscript at 
Christie's Asia and represents the Classic Art category's inaugural appearance in mainland China. 
 
This manuscript was first published in a special supplement to the New York Times on 3 February 1929. Due to 
immense public interest, Einstein had been commissioned to explain the development of his two most famous 
contributions to science: the theories of special relativity (1905) and general relativity (1915). The manuscript 
holds tremendous significance as it recounts the history behind the discovery of relativity, explains its working, 
and looks to the possibility of completing the cycle of relativity in a 'unified field theory'. This 14-page manuscript, 
written in German, includes two equations and a diagram illustrating the structure of the spacetime continuum, 
along with two pages of scientific formulae. 

 
Georgina Hilton, Head of Classic Art, Christie’s Asia Pacific, said, “We are delighted to bring this important 
manuscript by the renowned scientist Albert Einstein to our Shanghai saleroom for the very first time. The 
manuscript provides a unique and fascinating glimpse into Einstein's thought process and traces the evolution 
of his pioneering ideas. Given Einstein’s historical links with Shanghai, alongside the significant interest from 
Chinese collectors in scientific artifacts, our Shanghai saleroom is a fitting context in which to present this unique 
manuscript. We look forward to exciting global collectors and science enthusiasts with this remarkable piece of 
history, inextricably connected with Einstein's groundbreaking contributions.” 

 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/10th-shanghai-auction-anniversary-20th-21st-century-art-evening-sale-22138-sha/
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About Christie’s 
 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle 
East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted for our expert 
live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a full portfolio of global 
services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at 
price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, achieved the world 
record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to 
support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also committed to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities 
worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  
 
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.   
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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