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CHRISTIE’S PRESENTS 

AMERICAN ABSTRACTION 
 

PRIVATE SELLING EXHIBITION OF ABSTRACT PAINTERS FROM 1950-1970 IN AMERICA 

CHRISTIE’S LOS ANGELES GALLERY, APRIL 22 – MAY 21 

 
SAM GILLIAM 

Skate, 1967 

acrylic on bevelled edge canvas 

32 1/2 x 47 3/8 inches 

LOS ANGELES – Christie’s presents American Abstraction, a private selling exhibition open at Christie’s Los Angeles 

Gallery between April 22 – May 21.  

American Abstraction highlights works by abstract painters prominent during the eventful artistic period f rom the 1950s to 

1970s in America. With its unique boldness and brash sense of bravado, American abstraction was the dominant force in 

postwar and contemporary art for over half  a century. Advocating the gesture and spontaneity above f igurative concerns, 

proponents of this new art form have given us some of  the most radical and intoxicating works of art by disrupting the 

conventions of the past. 

Characterized by the innovative deployment of color and form, and the introduction of  new processes such as staining, 

artists including Sam Gilliam, Peter Bradley, Morris Louis, and Vivian Springford focused purely on the inherent nature of  

painting itself. The selection of artists comprises members and pioneers of revolutionary schools of paintings begun in the 

major hubs of New York and Washington D.C. Unfettered by the traditions of Europe, and abandoning the constraints of 

easel painting, these radically different artists championed their new techniques to unleash the full power of their expressive 

forms. 

 

https://www.christies.com/exhibitions/los-angeles/#overview_Nav


Exhibition Schedule: 

Christie’s Los Angeles Gallery 

336 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

April 22 – May 21 

Monday – Friday 

9am – 5pm daily  

April 24  

Saturday 

11am – 4pm  

 

 

About Christie’s   
Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Founded in  1766 by James Christie, 

Christie's has conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful.  
Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, 

wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s also has a long and successful history conducting Private Sales for clients and 
online sales are offered year-round across all categories. Christie’s global presence is spread across a network of international salerooms and 61 

representatives and offices. Christies.com provides detailed articles and videos on the objects offered for sale alongside th e latest advances in digital 
viewing tools to make Christie’s accessible to all. 

 
Private Sales are an integral and complementary part of Christie’s global business and in 2020 contributed $1.5 billion (£1.2 billion), a record year for the 

platform at Christie’s and an increase of 84% YoY. Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art outside of the auction 
calendar. From fine and decorative arts to jewellery and watches, our specialists will use Christie’s global network to help shape your collection, connect 

you with the right people and broker a sale. In addition, the Private Sales team hold regular curated exhibitions around the world. Christie’s founder James 
Christie regularly offered Private Sales, most notably the sale in the 18th Century of the magnificent art collection amassed by Great Britain’s first Prime 

Minister, Sir Robert Walpole to Catherine the Great of Russia which formed the core of Russia’s Hermitage collection.  
Private Sales – Our Best Kept Secret….https://www.christies.com/privatesales 
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