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JEFF KOONS AND CHARLES RAY 

MASTERPIECE SCULPTURES 
LEAD HIGHLIGHTS OF 21ST CENTURY EVENING SALE 

 

17 NOVEMBER 2022  
 

ROCKEFELLER CENTER | NEW YORK 
 

 
JEFF KOONS (B. 1955) 

Jim Beam - J.B. Turner Train 

stainless steel and bourbon 

11 x 114 x 6 ½ in. (27.9 x 289.6 x 16.5 cm.) 

Executed in 1986. This work is number three from an edition of three plus an artist's proof.  

$15,000,000-20,000,000 

 
CHARLES RAY (B. 1953) 

Revolution Counter-Revolution 

carved wood, steel, fabric and mechanical elements 

115 x 164 x 164 in. (292.1 x 416.6 x 416.6 cm.) 

Executed in 1990-2010. 

$3,000,000-5,000,000 
 
New York – Christie’s is pleased to announce this season’s 21st Century Evening Sale is led by a duo of 

masterpiece sculptures: Jeff Koons’ Jim Beam - J. B. Turner Train (estimate: $15,000,000-20,000,000) and 

Charles Ray’s Revolution Counter-Revolution (estimate: $3,000,000-5,000,000). The works, by two of the 

most renowned contemporary artists of our time, both come to Christie’s from the same prized private European 



collection, together challenging one’s perception of quotidian objects and exploring timeless themes of 

movement, physical space, childhood, and novelty. 

 

Isabella Lauria, Christie’s Head of the 21st Century Evening Sale, says, “We are thrilled to present 

two pillars of Contemporary sculpture in conversation: Jeff Koons’ Jim Beam – J.B. Turner Train and Charles 

Ray’s Revolution Counter-Revolution. Each one a masterpiece within the Contemporary Art canon, and sharing 

references to the everyday, these works offer subtle yet powerful commentary on commodification, our 

perception of reality, and the divide within our collective cultural consciousness. We are pleased to showcase 

these objects that so accurately demonstrate the craftsmanship, conceptual mastery, and wit of two 

Contemporary icons.” 

 

Jeff Koons’ stainless steel sculptures are among the defining artworks of a generation. This 1986 example, Jim 

Beam - J. B. Turner Train marks one of the artist’s first forays into highly polished steel as a medium, a moment 

that marked a triumph in his career and that he continues to use even today. Filled with Jim Beam bourbon, the 

sculpture was originally inspired by a novelty object produced by the Jim Beam company to sell whiskey. It was 

a core component of Koons’ seminal Luxury and Degradation exhibition, largely recognized to be a turning point 

for the artist, marking the start of his meteoric rise to international fame.  

 

Meticulously crafted, Revolution Counter- Revolution (1990-2010) is an iconic example within Charles Ray’s 

oeuvre, exemplifying the deliberation and purposeful pace that has marked his work. With a platform operating 

on one planar axis and the horses on another, Revolution Counter- Revolution is a self-contradicting carousel, 

presenting a desynchronization of time. Conflating whimsy and discord, it is demonstrative of the artist’s singular 

ability to create subversion within systems. Together, the Ray and Koons offer a survey of sculptural practices 

from the 1980s and 1990s, with dual investigations into daily life in the form of polished yet provocative 

constructions. 

 

The sculptures will be on offer in the 21st Century Evening Sale, a platform that has routinely showcased an array 

of artistic luminaries from the post-war era through the present day, becoming a powerful force in the global art 

world. This successful sale format was first established in Spring 2021 and over the past three seasons has 

consistently produced successful results, with engaged bidding and buying from the Americas, EMEA, and Asia. 

This November marks the first time that the series of 20 th and 21st Century Evening Sales will take place 

consecutively on a single night, Thursday, 17 November 2022. 
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 

bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and 

education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with 

flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to 

hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).  

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 

achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot 
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Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's is also recognised as a reference for prestigious single 

owner collections, having auctioned 8 of the 10 most important collections in history.   

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 

with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  

Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house 

(Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital 

innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to 

tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, 

buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.  

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through 

net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.   

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  

  

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 

of the sale catalogue.   

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.    

# # #   

  

FOLLOW CHRISTIE’S ON:  

  

  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVFKne-2BRrF26p6k5JWfgqbexaJEwEWtNAthLk-2BcW-2BnuGtvUs-2FZ4629Rj0zACjh7Qrw-3D-3D4EaF_oeEKVhJhjOhj4zuloiT3zztq6qDf-2FZgYcYBPgKRbHQa2Lt-2Fs76hG3LfxtG4Ogc8GdQ9SS0HetcMSTDMyqIOmvxIGB4skIjNnA1HIUsU8oFetex105B6JY4qrSUjxy0VFHgKDEZnFaEbg-2FJFTxP7WJB-2BWNXUeuS3d2NjUArrnFvpHCtHUQ4haypSMbfJ2jk3hHrG7XTmOrquINCBjAycfalsOklj1JYC3uuRLZjBCFPAluoYdSNHhQ2K0WW4i3HByH2-2FIACyuBYlR1hvPHdJF2Nr6XCLLh6dZit0OzigOk-2FWjytO2fLnQhL2i8LKttyVa5qkLFvZsHY6zVqIFDs2BieDt-2F0s9T5K-2F9kthbo9jv0I-3D__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!CupLGo8DjF-9VVgc3qiFHHFvfZsPkF_9lHzKYwdkJ413eQASQL5aU5E6r7_u2EWJQBfoyC9fdmB-ynn6cqdmbqnl$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVFKne-2BRrF26p6k5JWfgqbcchVUWvHdO0JJA00BJ6tqopKzhE-2BTfOMAixKEB0qf1cT1zSSBRC4G6ED9JX-2BGzZ4qSnDNXYLtkV6JRXgfmr3W7SjXM_oeEKVhJhjOhj4zuloiT3zztq6qDf-2FZgYcYBPgKRbHQa2Lt-2Fs76hG3LfxtG4Ogc8GdQ9SS0HetcMSTDMyqIOmvxIGB4skIjNnA1HIUsU8oFetex105B6JY4qrSUjxy0VFHgKDEZnFaEbg-2FJFTxP7WJB-2BWNXUeuS3d2NjUArrnFvpHCtHUQ4haypSMbfJ2jk3hHrG7XTmOrquINCBjAycfaqWzLe1mFr7jlcxaqDTVaU57LXfHVdObO7Ituw9782YWfyZhb7iUlJxrJdx2JokYofg5gDZG-2Fo8fnssSBld6MC7R320s0efTpAXfUefoNd5ZqB8T2Gtt344F3lPxT7T4zjCYWr9Nzejx6DRA-2BvLzSq0-3D__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!CupLGo8DjF-9VVgc3qiFHHFvfZsPkF_9lHzKYwdkJ413eQASQL5aU5E6r7_u2EWJQBfoyC9fdmB-ynn6ckdLWGDz$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVFKne-2BRrF26p6k5JWfgqbejCloUagXzI8Afr7mrB4iKsXqEg0r8ehe8Dh4QxseHO45ImTNMdGhTL-2F2CiOVteI8-3Dq6eP_oeEKVhJhjOhj4zuloiT3zztq6qDf-2FZgYcYBPgKRbHQa2Lt-2Fs76hG3LfxtG4Ogc8GdQ9SS0HetcMSTDMyqIOmvxIGB4skIjNnA1HIUsU8oFetex105B6JY4qrSUjxy0VFHgKDEZnFaEbg-2FJFTxP7WJB-2BWNXUeuS3d2NjUArrnFvpHCtHUQ4haypSMbfJ2jk3hHrG7XTmOrquINCBjAycfaj-2BzuynmG78x4zujJrik-2BdXuFbtmcG1lwrFYKF9bt-2BBUA-2FyJPWhSdmOUqPy94GtH6dSdR6TP7lyslfp6UmNskYwD1HHvvDx52CP9VE614AXJdVFxhGncEnPXYO28fF6UOd1d5OkIvNTLseiTDYmEFzk-3D__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!CupLGo8DjF-9VVgc3qiFHHFvfZsPkF_9lHzKYwdkJ413eQASQL5aU5E6r7_u2EWJQBfoyC9fdmB-ynn6cgxDdenr$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVFKne-2BRrF26p6k5JWfgqbfjRL-2BnftjoKFkunoCnZKtjsE5tKF2n7mcBoOnXcAmnfbDVDFzcwHfSzJj4MXV4hHg1C1E4Q9ZEiNw5DPkBXoAUzRd6pJg-2BXl4aNCE-2FM3enEE2sI4xVwDXR2lp-2Fmo5RvlS58h2TvYtMP0dVP-2FvfrXGf2hvB_oeEKVhJhjOhj4zuloiT3zztq6qDf-2FZgYcYBPgKRbHQa2Lt-2Fs76hG3LfxtG4Ogc8GdQ9SS0HetcMSTDMyqIOmvxIGB4skIjNnA1HIUsU8oFetex105B6JY4qrSUjxy0VFHgKDEZnFaEbg-2FJFTxP7WJB-2BWNXUeuS3d2NjUArrnFvpHCtHUQ4haypSMbfJ2jk3hHrG7XTmOrquINCBjAycfaoro-2F0ZUuc9hcTdHjXbm9Fp8AMeLEvr9pL6-2BrMWPWrUATylRhD8vN2NYY6ADWjcwo-2FWBltfSPb-2B0MN9hf5aXHhxSq9CjUaW3bL1i2Eh1D20-2F8lNx-2FTLCNa3CSONjlr3fwV-2Fgt0hnIGAbxabhEvYWJeU-3D__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!CupLGo8DjF-9VVgc3qiFHHFvfZsPkF_9lHzKYwdkJ413eQASQL5aU5E6r7_u2EWJQBfoyC9fdmB-ynn6ctNb3sYx$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVFKne-2BRrF26p6k5JWfgqbe3TtvVvVeubLO0bdWWz17S7xGzQ5Dbd-2Fce5g0izKQMQUz1J28uPNwgaZqB6X-2FMk-2Fo-3DaooY_oeEKVhJhjOhj4zuloiT3zztq6qDf-2FZgYcYBPgKRbHQa2Lt-2Fs76hG3LfxtG4Ogc8GdQ9SS0HetcMSTDMyqIOmvxIGB4skIjNnA1HIUsU8oFetex105B6JY4qrSUjxy0VFHgKDEZnFaEbg-2FJFTxP7WJB-2BWNXUeuS3d2NjUArrnFvpHCtHUQ4haypSMbfJ2jk3hHrG7XTmOrquINCBjAycfarh5r6YcwmJ3JwT2hIpTDJaBbTBc7-2BKZOVfUg0UfelsBhFY-2BsH45lDdG70dFgFthrJg0f6Fn368k3pbnSuOA2xtOmm4PJyHTU-2BtuD7BA2zFoQnVrKZTLD5I5Ny-2BH-2BS1l43jcWdTlo4w4qM8133EqYTU-3D__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!CupLGo8DjF-9VVgc3qiFHHFvfZsPkF_9lHzKYwdkJ413eQASQL5aU5E6r7_u2EWJQBfoyC9fdmB-ynn6cjW1XkCk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVFKne-2BRrF26p6k5JWfgqbeB6Bt-2FfvgMkmagJds1PE3iDpgWc2ffD2BRryrL0HaxJA-3D-3Dpf-w_oeEKVhJhjOhj4zuloiT3zztq6qDf-2FZgYcYBPgKRbHQa2Lt-2Fs76hG3LfxtG4Ogc8GdQ9SS0HetcMSTDMyqIOmvxIGB4skIjNnA1HIUsU8oFetex105B6JY4qrSUjxy0VFHgKDEZnFaEbg-2FJFTxP7WJB-2BWNXUeuS3d2NjUArrnFvpHCtHUQ4haypSMbfJ2jk3hHrG7XTmOrquINCBjAycfanWUIQ7N0PjD9k8rAut50UYRnM3PSyvRGGnnnIpxlPRH27rSJNssc65yvPfZX3RXmE362c-2FN4xkziW9qGImzCjUh3f2I16en-2BJOyyYcX0M3ZqvMkFf4Ffk6YyGwjHpHlylUAyFbvE-2BOFqj4BWtoHpg0-3D__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!CupLGo8DjF-9VVgc3qiFHHFvfZsPkF_9lHzKYwdkJ413eQASQL5aU5E6r7_u2EWJQBfoyC9fdmB-ynn6cvEfwt6F$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9gb4aiF58vCZaGoajUISTLIF1RsEnay4yHwTaO1falisx_Qp_oeEKVhJhjOhj4zuloiT3zztq6qDf-2FZgYcYBPgKRbHQa2Lt-2Fs76hG3LfxtG4Ogc8GdQ9SS0HetcMSTDMyqIOmvxIGB4skIjNnA1HIUsU8oFetex105B6JY4qrSUjxy0VFHgKDEZnFaEbg-2FJFTxP7WJB-2BWNXUeuS3d2NjUArrnFvpHCtHUQ4haypSMbfJ2jk3hHrG7XTmOrquINCBjAycfatV49UNqXgYQ-2B6aqSazIjB22wEyulyO4aLBJDDQupvGq2bHBD3yWXtT1-2BU95r2tS34C-2FQwtwqWizgE5HDCoQV7WfSrI-2BnKSkUpvn54fAGCukKz7R2vjiJVmnXRdgPNBRliLWfqR9yFOrydDW7tDz0mc-3D__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!CupLGo8DjF-9VVgc3qiFHHFvfZsPkF_9lHzKYwdkJ413eQASQL5aU5E6r7_u2EWJQBfoyC9fdmB-ynn6cnE3PK8J$

