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THE ISABEL
GOLDSMITH COLLECTION

Selected Pre-Raphaelite and Symbolist Art

Online
30 June - 14 July
During

CLASSIC WEEK

From left to right: Sidney Harold Meteyard’s The Return of Orpheus (estimate: £200,000-300,000);
an archive photograph of Isabel Goldsmith at home, with Meteyard’'s The Return of Orpheus in-situ, 1992 © Sven Arnstein/StayStill/Photoshot;
Fernand Khnopff, La Médusa endormie, executed circa 1896 (estimate: £80,000-120,000)

“No collection worthy of the name is a static organism;
the taste and inclination of the collector changes, and as they do, so also change the emphasis and
nature of the collection. Isabel Goldsmith is already such a collector...The collections she has assembled
are made up of selections, each piece important in its own right.” The late Meredith Etherington-Smith,
Fashion and Arts Editor, Christie’s, Autumn, 1996

London — Representing over 40 years of collecting, The Isabel Goldsmith Collection: Selected Pre-
Raphaelite and Symbolist Art will be offered online between 30 June and 14 July, as part of the
Summer edition of Classic Week in London. Comprising 87 lots, the collection explores the themes
of sleep, dreams, the soul and the afterlife, spiritualism, beauty, literary and classical subjects. The
selection of works by the Pre-Raphaelites and their followers include the star lot of the sale, The return



of Orpheus by Sidney Harold Meteyard (estimate: £200,000-300,000) and examples by Edward
Burne-Jones, John Roddam Spencer-Stanhope, Simeon Solomon, Evelyn De Morgan and Henry
Ryland. The Symbolist Art offered includes works by Levy-Dhurmer, Fernand Khnopff and George
Frederic Watts; the sale also features a group of Scandinavian landscapes. With estimates ranging
from £600 to £300,000, the collection is expected to realise in excess of £1 million. The pre-sale view
will be open to the public from 9 to 14 July.

Peter Brown, Senior Director, International Specialist, Victorian, Pre-Raphaelite and British
Impressionist Art, 19""-Century European Art, Christie’s commented: “Isabel Goldsmith has long
impressed me with the curiosity and delight with which she encounters works of art. Hers is a singular
vision: many of these Pre-Raphaelite and Symbolist pictures carry a mystical or spiritual dimension.
This is an intriguing sale, full of the unexpected, which delights the eye and presents the market with
rare opportunities to acquire notable works by Burne-Jones, De Morgan and Watts, and Khnopff,
Stevens, and Levy-Dhurmer. Watts’ ‘The Open Door’ (estimate: £10,000-15,000) is sold to benefit
Watts Gallery — Artists’ Village.”

THE PRE-RAPHAELITES AND THEIR FOLLOWERS
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The sale is led by Sidney Harold Meteyard’s The Return of Orpheus (estimate: £200,000-300,000,
illustrated on page one including the in-situ archive photograph from 1992). Further highlights include,
from left to right: Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones’ Luna (estimate: £70,000-100,000), Simeon
Solomon’s Death awakening Sleep (estimate: 10,000-15,000); Evelyn De Morgan’s The Field of the
Slain (estimate: £30,000-50,000); Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones’ Study for the head of Medusa for
‘The Finding of Medusa', 1876 (estimate: £15,000-25,000).

SYMBOLIST ART

Highlights include Fernand Khnopff's La Médusa endormie, circa 1896 (estimate: £80,000-120,000,
illustrated on page 1) and, from left to right: Alfred Stevens’ Ophélie (Ophelia),1887 (estimate:



£60,000-100,000); Lucien Levy-Dhurmer, La bourrasque, 1897 (estimate: £100,000-150,000); and
Evelyn De Morgan’s The Search-Light (estimate: £70,000-100,000).

PRESS CONTACTS:
Hannah Schweiger | +44 (0) 207 389 2964 | hschweiger@christies.com

About Christie’s

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions,
as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art
financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas,
Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It
also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent
years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a 20th
century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022, for a single charitable collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and
David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019).

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar,
working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As
an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art,
including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding
experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving
sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-
represented voices and support positive change.

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.
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