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London — Christie’s Modern British and Irish Art Evening Sale will take place on 25 November, 2015. Featuring 32 lots, the
auction presents stellar examples of 20™ century British sculpture and painting including The Railway Platform by L.S. Lowry
(estimate: £,1.3-1.8 million), and Sir Stanley Spencer’s Hilda with Bluebells (estimate: £1-1.5 million). There is a strong selection
of sculpture, led by Henry Moore’s Reclining Fignre: Umbilicus (estimate: £1.5 -2.5 million, #/ustrated above), as well as examples
by Dame Barbara Hepworth, Dame Elisabeth Frink, William Turnbull, and Eric Gill’s Eze, at auction for the first time
having been bought directly from the artist by ‘Monuments Man’, Lt. Col. John Dixon-Spain in 1930. This sale marks a
wonderful opportunity for collectors to choose from an inspiring array of works with notable provenance; estimates ranging
from £80,000 to £2.5 million. The sale is followed by the Day Sak on 26 November, which comprises 120 works, including
Property from the Estate of L.S. Lowry.

André Zlattinger, Senior Director, Head of Modern British Art, Christie’s London and Rachel Hidderley,

International Specialist and Director, Modern British Art: “We are pleased to present some important and monumental pieces of
Modern British art, including a wide range of sculpture by revered artists Hepworth, Moore, Gill, Frink and Turnbull. This sale, which spans
over 100 years, is defined by offering masterpieces from leading collections that celebrate the harmony and revolutionary spirit of the art of the British
Istes. This dynamic and inspiring category includes a superb group of works by Irish artists Lavery, Yeats, O'Conor and Henry, which were formed
as an important private Irish collection in the late 1980s, gathering the best works available on the market at that time.”



| SCULPTURE
The demand for British sculpture continues and the Evening Sale comprises six works by Henry Moore, led by Recining Figure:

Umbilicus (estimate: £1.5 -2.5 million, #/ustrated page one). Moore’s prolific career saw the theme of the reclining figure develop
into, what he noted to be, ‘an absolute obsession’, and served as the site of some of his greatest innovations. In the present
work, Moore has transformed the human body into an arrangement of abstraction and figuration.
Conceived in 1984, Reclining Fignre: Umbilicus encapsulates Moore’s vision of sculpture: at once figurative

and abstract, with its flowing lines, rolling curves and polished surface.

Further important and monumental pieces of modern British sculpture include Dame Barbara
Hepworth’s Single Form (Antiphon) (estimate: £600,000-800,000, #ustrated leff), which exemphﬁes one of
the most powerful forces that lie within Hepworth’s work - the duality between
abstraction and naturalism. Standing at over two metres high, Single Form (Antiphon)
combines the symbolic and abstract, the non-representational and naturalistic.
Other highlights include Forms in Movement (Pavan) (estimate: £300,000-500,000)
and Hand Sculpture (Lnrning Form) (estimate: £250,000-450,000).

In June 2015, Christie’s Modern British & Irish Art Evening Sale set a new world record
price at auction for Eric Gill with $7 Joan of Are realising £2,210,500. Following this
success, Christie’s is pleased to present Eve (estimate: £200,000-300,000, #/ustrated
righ?). Coming to the market for the first time, Eve was purchased directly from the
artist in 1930 by Lt. Col. John Dixon-Spain, one of the first ‘Monument Men’
charged with recovering and restoring missing art works to their rightful owners
across Europe. Since being loaned to the 1932 Venice Biennale, Eve has not been

seen in public or exhibited until now.

L.S. Lowry |
A highlight of the sale is an important group of paintings by L.S. Lowry,

including The Railway Platform, (estimate: £1.3-1.8, illustrated leff). Lowry had a
unique way of making the ordinary spectacular and this highly rare

composition captures the platform full of patient travellers bustling with
activity. Lowry’s fascination with the human interactions of urban life is
further exemplified in this sale by Park and Steps (estimate £250,000-350,000),
Tuesday Morning, Pendlebury (estimate: £150,000-250,000) and Two Men Talking
(estimate: £120,000-180,000).

Christie’s is also offering a selection of paintings and drawings directly from the Estate of L.S. Lowry in the Modern British &
Irish Art Day Sale on 26 November. Comprising 22 lots, this is a unique opportunity for collectors. The selection represents
outstanding works mostly from the 1960s and 1970s, which encompass Lowry’s favourite themes from these later decades in
which he concentrated more fully on people rather than the landscape. The selection will provide a rich array of opportunities
for new and established collectors at a wide range of price levels, with estimates ranging from £4,000 to £100,000. The leading
lot is Man with bowler hat (estimate: £60,000-100,000).

| 20™ CENTURY BriTisH PAINTING

Sir Stanley Spencer’s Hilda with Bluebells recalls in tender detail the eatliest years of
the artist’s relationship with his wife, Hilda Carline (estimate: £1-1.5 million, #/ustrated
righ?). In 1950, Hilda tragically passed away from cancer. The artist had hoped to

remarry Hilda following their divorce and in place of this now saddened desire,
Spencer turned his attention to producing a series of paintings that celebrated events
from their lives and also his imagined ideal of a perfect marriage. Painted in 1955, the
present work celebrates a time when Spencer and Hilda were enjoying a period of
domestic bliss.




Coming to auction for the first time is a masterpiece by David Bomberg entitled Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, Jernsalem (estimate £800,000-1.2 million, iustrated righ?). This work was favourite
of Lucian Freud, who was especially impressed by Bomberg’s decision to paint the far distance
in relatively sharp detail compared with the broad treatment of the foreground. Freud
recognised that Bomberg had thereby been able to capture the brightness of the light in a unique
and highly innovative way.

| IRISH MASTERPIECES AND SCOTTISH COLOURISTS |

The sale presents a masterpiece by revered Irish artist Sir John
Lavery, entitled The Maid was in the Garden Hanging ont the Clothes

(estimate: £300,000-500,000, iustrated leff). Painted in the modern
rural naturalistic manner which Lavery had gone to Paris to study at

the end of 1881, this work indicates a young painter with a growing
awareness of Impressionism. A further highlight by revered artist
Jack Butler Yeats is The Boat Builder (estimate: £300,000-500,000,
Wllustrated right). In 1913, Yeats was commissioned to paint twelve
illustrations for Canon J.O. Hannah (alias George A. Birmingham’s)
popular book, Irishmen All. Recording many of the representative
professions in contemporary rural Ireland, The Boat Builder captures
the theme of a local character standing beside a clinker-built fishing
boat. This work was once in the collection of the British ornithologist,

naval officer, and painter, Sir Peter Scott, C.B.E.

Scottish Colourist works include S.J. Peploe’s S7#i/ life with pewter Flagon (estimate: £150,000-
250,000), and John Duncan Fergusson’s Déesse et Fruits which exemplifies the artist’s interest
in sculpture and the influence of Picasso, Matisse and Vlaminck (estimate: £150,000-250,000).
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About Christie’s

Christie’s, the wotld's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2014 that totalled £5.1 billion / $8.4 billion, making it the highest annual
total in Christie’s history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international glamour.
Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuties providing a popular
showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers around 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative
arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history
conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery.
Private sales totalled £916.1 million ($1.5 billion). Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms around the world
including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Ziirich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led
the market with expanded initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions
in Beijing, New Delhi, Mumbai and Dubai.
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Please click here to view the e-catalogue for Modern British and Irish Art Evening Sale
Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s preminm and do not reflect costs, financing fees or application of buyer’s or
seller’s credits.
Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com


mailto:kcarder@christies.com
http://www.christies.com/zmags/?ZmagsPublishID=6bb6ba6d&SaleTitle=&SaleId=25118&GUID=&JumptoLot
http://www.christies.com/

