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BASQUIAT’S SUGAR RAY ROBINSON  
TOP LOT OF CHRISTIE'S 21ST CENTURY 

EVENING SALE 
 

17 NOVEMBER 2022 | NEW YORK 

 
JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT (1960-1988) 

Sugar Ray Robinson 
acrylic and oilstick on canvas 

59.7/8 x 48.1/4 in. (152.1 x 122.6 cm.) 
Painted in 1982. 

Estimate on Request 

NEW YORK - Christie’s is pleased to announce the top lot of the 21st Century Evening sale will be 
Sugar Ray Robinson by Jean-Michel Basquiat (Estimate on Request; in the region of $35,000,000). 
The painting, featuring one of the greatest athletes of a generation, stands as one of Basquiat’s most 
accomplished works. The work, which has not been seen at auction since 2007, will be on view at 



Christie’s New York Rockefeller Center galleries beginning Saturday, October 29 ahead of the sale on 
Thursday, November 17, 2022. 

Isabella Lauria, Christie’s Head of the 21st Century Evening Sale, remarks, “Over the past few 
seasons Christie’s has witnessed an explosion of energy and interest in works by Black artists. Jean 
Michel Basquiat is the most important Black artist of the last forty years and critics, curators and 
collectors have all recognized his genius and influence on the current generation of contemporary 
artists. Sugar Ray Robinson was an accomplished sportsman and a high-profile Black public figure 
who fought his way to unprecedented levels of success and carried himself with elegance and swagger. 
In a similar way, 1982 marked the apex of Basquiat’s meteoric rise as the wunderkind of the New York 
art world-- recognized to be the year he secured his position as an undeniable master within the art 
historical canon. This painting stands as both an homage to one of Basquiat's greatest heroes as well 
as a deeply introspective and personal example within his oeuvre. We are thrilled to showcase it as the 
top lot of our 21st Century Evening Sale this November.” 

In the painting, Sugar Ray Robinson stares out from the surface of the canvas with grimaced teeth, 

ready for a fight. His muscular frame is defined by his broad shoulders which nearly fill the entire width 

of the canvas. Arms tensed tightly by his side, gloved hands at the ready, he appears to be bracing 

himself to meet his opponent. Basquiat captures this sense of dynamism with his characteristic use of 

oilstick and acrylic paint. The image of a boxer captures the difficult position in which Basquiat found 

himself even at the zenith of his career, and stands as a crucial portrait from this important period of 

his life. 

Sugar Ray Robinson is regarded by many to be one of the greatest boxers of all time, holding a 91 fight 

winning streak between 1946 and 195, becoming the only boxer to win a divisional world championship 

five times. At the age of 15, he first began entering boxing tournaments, and at the age of just 20, he 

defeated his first world championship opponent, beginning what would become a record breaking 

career. 
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About Christie’s    

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 
bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate 
and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with 
flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold 
sales in mainland China (Shanghai).   
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 
achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s 
Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's is also recognised as a reference for prestigious 
single owner collections, having auctioned 8 of the 10 most important collections in history.   
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Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 
with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.   
Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house 
(Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital 
innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology 
to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global 
livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability 
through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive 
change.    
 
Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.   

   
*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the 
back of the sale catalogue.    

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.     
# # #    
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