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CHRISTIE’S NEW YORK ANNOUNCES  

PROPERTY FROM THE ESTATE OF 
SONDRA GILMAN 

 
TO BE SOLD IN THE 20TH CENTURY EVENING SALE AND POST-WAR & CONTEMPORARY ART 

DAY SALE 

 
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE WORKS BY ELLSWORTH KELLY, AGNES MARTIN, KENNETH NOLAND, 

FRANK STELLA, AND ED RUSCHA  

 

 
Ellsworth Kelly (1923–2015) 

Blue Red-Orange 

oil on canvas 

75 x 69¾ in. (190.5 x 177.2 cm.) 

Painted in 1964-1965. 

Estimate: $3,000,000-5,000,000 

 
Agnes Martin (1912–2004) 

Untitled #8 

acrylic and graphite on canvas 

72 x 72 in. (182.9 x 182.9 cm) 

Executed in 1990. 

Estimate:$3,000,000-5,000,000 

 
Kenneth Noland (1924–2010) 

Lunar Episode 

acrylic on canvas 

68 x 70 in. (172.7 x 177.8 cm.) 

Painted in 1959. 

Estimate: $3,000,000-5,000,000 

 
New York— Christie’s is honored to announce Property from the Estate of Sondra Gilman will be 
sold during the Spring Marquee Week of sales taking place this May in New York. Highlighting the 
group are three works by Ellsworth Kelly, Agnes Martin, and Kenneth Noland which will be included in 

the 20th Century Evening Sale. An additional nine works will be sold in the Post-War & Contemporary 
Art Day Sale by leading names across the post-war and contemporary era, including Andy Warhol, 
Frank Stella, Ed Ruscha, Lynda Benglis, among others. In total, the group of 12 works is expected to 
realize in excess of $11 million. 

 
Sondra Gilman was a native New Yorker, and an aficionado for art throughout the entirety of her life. 
Immersed in the contemporary art scene from a young age, she honed both her academic skills and 
connoisseurial eye through her studies in Art History at Syracuse University. After college, she returned 

to Manhattan, forging relationships with artists and seeking out cutting edge new works from the studios 
of across the city. Her first major purchase for her own collection was a large scale work by Frank Stella 
Hagmatana I, 1967 which will be a highlight of the Post-War & Contemporary Art Day Sale (estimate: 
$700,000-1,000,000). Gilman was especially drawn to large-scale works that demonstrated an artist’s 

ability to fully immerse the viewer and sought out works that aligned with her interest in bold, colorful 
pieces that prompted both contemplation and conversation. 



 
Darius Himes, Christie’s International Head of Photographs, remarks: “Sondra Gilman lived her life 
to the fullest, relishing her role as a generous patron of the rich cultural life of the city she loved. She 

had a sophisticated eye from early on and collected bold, beautiful works that pushed the edges of art-
making at the time. She embraced the whole range of visual and performing arts, showering her energy 
and support on the institutions with whom she worked. Christie’s is proud to highlight her taste, and 
spirit of custodianship, in our season’s sales.  Her vibrant persona and infectious smile are deeply 

missed.” 
 
Collection Highlights: 20th Century Evening Sale 
 

Ellsworth Kelly’s Blue Red-Orange is exemplary of his ability to evoke feeling and human connectivity 
from abstract forms. In it, competing fields of vibrant color create a sense of drama, pushing the 
chromatic power of color to its limits. This tension between the strong presence of blue tightly 
juxtaposed within two slices of red creates the notion of a sculpture in relief. It is unique for its 

remarkable scale and early date, from his coveted early works of the 1960s. 
 
Agnes Martin’s Untitled #8 employs paint and graphite to unearth truths about perception, intimacy, 
and spirituality. Included in the artist’s retrospective at the Serpentine Gallery in London, Untitled 

#8  exemplifies Martin’s belief that art should be an act of enlightenment. The work comprises six 
horizontal grey stripes, almost levitating above the canvas. Like an ethereal tapestry, the painting 
displays a wonderful interplay between foreground and background. It is a superb example of the artist’s 
work from the 1990s, evoking a meditative sense of calm, beauty, and otherworldliness. 

Kenneth Noland’s Lunar Episode is a superlative early example of the artist’s bold and innovative 
target paintings that transformed gestural constructs of Abstract Expressionism into formally 

celebrations of pure color. Featuring concentric circles of vibrant yellow, orange, and blush set against 
a monochromatic gray and blue background, it is one of the most vibrant and important target paintings 
to come to market. 
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 

bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate 

and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, 

with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized 

to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 

achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s  Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of 

Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’  Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working 

exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house 

(Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital 

innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the crea tion of viewing and bidding 

experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability 

through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under -represented voices and support positive 

change. 
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Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the 

back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicab le fees.  
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