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Paula Rego: Thirty Years of Print

Online Only - Christie’s is pleased to announce the online only auction of one of the
largest private collections of prints by the eminent contemporary artist and printmaker
Paula Rego, open for bidding from 10-19 March 2015. Coinciding with the artist’s 80"
birthday this year, the sale will include all of her most important graphic series, with many

sold-out editions and rarities spanning over 30 years of her highly acclaimed oeuvre.

Lucia Tro Santafe, specialist in charge of the sale, commented: “Rego is one of our
greatest living contemporary artists. Her powerful, subversive imagery, sometimes macabre, often humorous,

place ber in the great tradition of artist storytellers, such as Goya, Danmier and Picasso. This collection is

an excellent opportunity for collectors to acquire her prints.”

A prolific printmaker, much of Rego’s graphic work is devoted to narrative themes, inspired by the subjects of
storytelling, gender and maturity. Drawing on her life experiences in both England and her native Portugal, Rego
has maintained a deeply involved approach to printmaking which is evident in the artist’s supreme command of
intaglio and lithographic techniques. The collection will be exhibited at Christie’s, London from 14-17 March 2015.

Bidding starts from £400. To register your interest please visit www.christies.com/multidaysales/paula-rego.

In 1989 Rego created a series of 31 etchings and aquatints titled Nursery Rhymes (estimate:
£20,000-30,000), exploring the subject of childhood where she references both traditional
stories and fairytales and her own memories from Portugal. Rego’s Nursery Rhymes alters the
viewer’s familiarity with these well-known stories, drawing out their undertones of madness
and desire. In Baa Baa Blacksheep (illustrated above leff) an imposing ram entwines its leg around
a young girl in a suggestive encounter reminiscent of Leda and the Swan. Similar scenes of
disorder can also be seen in Rego’s series Peter Pan, 1992 (estimate: £15,000-20,000). In
Captain Hook (illustrated right), Rego replaces the element of make-believe implied in the

original text by J. M. Barrie with realism, depicting Hook no longer as a theatrical villain but

instead vulnerable and frail.

Rego is renowned for her controversial works exploring gender politics and taboos, including
alcoholism in a series of vignettes titled O 1znho, 2007 (estimate: £8,000-12,000), and the
Abortion Series, 1999 (estimate: £10,000-15,000), Rego’s outraged response to the failed
referendum on abortion in Portugal the previous year. In her famous series of lithographs
inspired by Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre, 2001-2002, Rego highlights the social constraints
imposed upon women and their capacity for great power and rebellion. In Come to Me
(estimate: £2,500-3,500, #lustrated leff), Rego’s Jane is depicted in the throes of doubt and



http://www.christies.com/multidaysales/paula-rego

suspicion as she tries to make up her mind whether or not to return to Rochester. ‘She [Jane] hears his voice calling and
when she calls him in the book she runs to him. But she’d better have ber doubts of course. 1t’s not such a good deal. But she goes to him
and that is supposed to be a happy ending. 1t is. But here I put her doubting.” (The artist, quoted in: T.G. Rosenthal, Pawla Rego
— The Complete Graphic Work, Thames & Hudson, London, p. 176). Rego’s model for Jane was Lila Nunes, the artist’s

long term assistant and muse.

Paula Rego has received many accolades; in 2004 she was awarded the Gra Cruz da Ordem de Sant'lago da Espada
by the President of Portugal and a museum dedicated to Rego's work, the Casa das Histérias Paula Rego, was

opened in Cascais, Portugal. In 2010 Rego was made a Dame of the British Empire and continues to work in her

north London studio.

Further Highlights

Gﬂ‘flﬂ(g Recz@/for the Bd//, from: Jane Eyre (R 193) Girl Sll‘l‘ﬂ’lg on a Dog (Rosenthal 20)
Little Miss Muffet (R.35) Lithograph in colours, on three sheets, 2001-2002 Etching and aquatint, 1987
Etching and aquatint, 1989 Estimate: £6,000-8,000 Estimate: £500-700

Estimate: £1,200-1,800

Pendle Witches (R. 124-135) Secrets and Stories (R. 29) Laoving Berwick, from Jane Eyre -
Complete portfolio including 12 Etching and aquatint, 1989 The Guardians (R. 205)
etchings, 1996 Estimate: 1,200-1,800 Lithograph 2001

Estimate: £15,000-20,000 Estimate: £2,000-3,000
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About Christie’s

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in 2014 that totalled £5.1 billion / $8.4 billion, making it the
highest annual total in Christie’s history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise,
as well as international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated
auctions through the centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers around 450 auctions
annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices
range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all
categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. Private sales totalled £916.1
million ($1.5 billion) in 2014, an increase of 20% on the previous year.

Christie’s has a global presence with 54 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris,
Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zirich, Hong Kong and the latest additions Shanghai and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led
the market with expanded initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales

and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s preminm. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s preminm and do not reflect costs, financing fees or application of buyer’s or

seller’s credits.
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