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       Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) 

  A nude young man (after Masaccio) surrounded by two figures  
Pen and two shades of brown ink, 13 x 7 7/8 in. 
                    Estimate on request 

 
 

Paris – Christie's is honoured to announce the sale of a previously unknown drawing by 
Michelangelo, A nude young man (after Masaccio) surrounded by two figures, executed early in 
his career. This exceptionally rare work, one of the very few drawings by Michelangelo still in 
private hands, will be auctioned on 18 May during the Paris sale Maîtres anciens et du XIXe 
siècle. Tableaux, dessins, sculptures (Old Masters and 19th Century Art: Paintings, Drawings 
and Sculptures). It will be offered with an estimate on request; in the region of €30 million. 

Coming to the market from a private French collection, the work was designated a French 
National Treasure, originally preventing its export from the country for a period of thirty months. 
The French Government recently removed this designation and has granted its export licence, 
enabling the drawing to be offered without any restriction to collectors worldwide. Prior to its 
sale in Paris, Michelangelo’s drawing is scheduled to be exhibited in Hong Kong and New York. 

 



 
 
 

 

The drawing was first recognised as the work of Michelangelo in 2019 by Furio Rinaldi, then a 
specialist in Christie’s department of Old Master Drawings. Paul Joannides, Emeritus Professor 
of Art History at Cambridge University and author of the complete catalogues of drawings by 
Michelangelo and his school in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, and the Musée du Louvre, 
later was able to study the original, and supports the attribution. Sold in 1907 at the Hôtel 
Drouot in Paris as a work of the school of Michelangelo, the drawing escaped the attention of all 
scholars until its recent rediscovery. 

A work by the young Michelangelo in Florence dating to the end of the 15th Century, this 
drawing is probably the earliest surviving nude study by the artist. The central figure of the work 
reproduces the shivering man depicted in the Baptism of the Neophytes, one of the famous 
frescoes from the Santa Maria del Carmine Church in Florence by the early Italian Renaissance 
master Masaccio (1401-1428).  

Several other studies by Michelangelo after Masaccio are known, including a drawing at the 
Staatliche Graphische Sammlung in Munich and one at the Albertina in Vienna, as well as a 
drawing after a fresco by Giotto at the Louvre. 

Using two shades of brown ink, Michelangelo makes Masaccio’s figure his own by enhancing 
the man’s musculature and creating a more powerful and robust figure that presages his most 
famous representations of the human body, such as his monumental marble David at the 
Galleria dell’Accademia in Florence and his two Slaves at the Louvre. In a quite different, more 
energetic style, Michelangelo later added two figures behind the shivering man, unrelated to 
Masaccio’s original composition.  

The sale of this large and well-preserved drawing takes its place among the ranks of other 
major works on paper offered at auction by Christie's, including Raphael’s Head of a Muse, sold 
in London for more than £29 million ($38 million) in December 2009; Leonardo da Vinci’s 
exquisite Head of a bear, which achieved almost £9 million ($11,8 million) in 2021; and a rare 
nude male study by Michelangelo, which sold in London on July 4 2000 for more than £8 million 
($12 million), setting the world auction record for a work by the artist. 

 
Cécile Verdier, Chairman, Christie’s France: “Everyone at Christie’s involved in this sale is 
deeply honoured by the opportunity to present a work of this magnitude. A major discovery in 
the History of Art, the sale of this drawing is also a momentous event for the art market.” 
 

Stijn Alsteens, International Head of Department - Old Master Drawings: “Not since the 
discovery in 2001 of a drawing by Michelangelo at Castle Howard, now at the J. Paul Getty 
Museum in Los Angeles, has a previously unknown drawing of greater beauty and importance 
by one of the major figures in art history re-emerged at auction. The drawing is one of the best 
of fewer than ten works on paper by Michelangelo still in private hands, and will become a 
touchstone for every discussion of the early part of the artist’s long career. It is with great pride 
that we bring this drawing, now fully recognised as a work by Michelangelo, to the market after 
its last appearance more than a century ago. I also want to acknowledge and express my 
thanks to Furio Rinaldi, former Christie’s Old Master Drawings specialist, and now curator of 
drawings and prints at the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, who was the first to suggest 
the attribution, which has now been unanimously accepted.” 
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About Christie’s  

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online 
auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art 
appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout 
the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, 
Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In 
recent years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 
2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff 
Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction 
calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major 
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of 
payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining 
the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global 
livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including 
achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify 
under-represented voices and support positive change.  

 
 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 
Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of 
applicable fees.  
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