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JESSE KRIMES (B. 1982)
Auburn

clothing from currently and formerly
incarcerated people, antique quilt and
embroidery
86 x86in.(218.4x218.4 cm.)
Executed in 2022.
$40,000-60,000

RASHID JOHNSON (B. 1977)
Surrender Painting "Sunshine"

signed with the artist’s initials ‘R A J’ (on the right

side edge)
oil on linen
72x961in.(182.9x243.8cm.)
Painted in 2022.
$600,000-800,000

RUSSELL CRAIG (B. 1980)

Breakthrough. A Tribute to Reginald

Dwayne Betts.

acrylic and comic book page collage

on leather purse fragments

59x60in.(149.9x152.4cm.)

Executed in 2022.
$20,000-30,000

New York — Christie’s is proud to present a group of six artworks that will be sold to benefit the
Right of Return Fellowship. Surrender Painting "Sunshine" by Rashid Johnson is the top lot of
the group and will be a featured highlight of the 21st Century Evening Sale. The additional five
works include mixed media artworks by Hank Willis Thomas, Mickalene Thomas, Titus Kaphar,
and organization co-founders Jesse Krimes and Russell Craig, all created specifically for the sale.
In total, the group is expected to achieve more than $1 million.

Co-founded in 2017 by Jesse Krimes and Russell Craig, Right of Return is the first and only
national initiative dedicated to supporting and mentoring formerly incarcerated creatives. Right of
Return Fellows produce work that advances criminal and racial justice and challenges the status
quo. The fellowship has flourished with the generous support of the Open Philanthropy Project,
the Art for Justice Fund, and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.


https://www.rightofreturnusa.com/

“The sale of these six artworks will allow Right of Return to continue providing meaningful,
sustainable supportto formerly incarcerated artists, who are often overlooked in the mainstream
art world,”said Krimes. “Through their critical creative practices, these artists raise awareness of
and catalyze dialogue about the realities of mass incarceration. They probe and challenge the
public imagination, inviting us to speculate on and endeavor towards new definitions of justice.”

Positioning artists as changemakers, the initiative prioritizes funding for new projects that address
or reimagine one of the biggest moral and human rights crises of our time: the creation of an
American carceral systemin which approximately 2 million people are behind bars, and nearly 4
million more are on some form of state supervision. Right of Return is part of the movement to
change narratives and foster conversations around policing, punishment, and the systemic racia
and class inequalities that are hallmarks of mass incarceration in the United States.

The origin story of Right of Return is detailed in a new award-winning documentary film, Art &
Krimes by Krimes, which makes its worldwide streaming debut this fall via Paramount +. Directed
by Alysa Nahmias and distributed by MTV Documentary films, the film incorporates visual art,
animation, in-depth interviews and an original score that traces Krimes’ story alongside Craig as
they overcome immense obstacles and ultimately found Right of Return.
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HANK WILLIS THOMAS (B.1976) TITUS KAPHAR (B.1976)

Equity (green) MICKALENE THOMAS (B. 1971) Untitled (Redaction)
. BN . . Jet Blue #50 ntitie edaction
fabric collage of dg((;ncﬁtrj\:;sjl%nggzté.s. prison uniforms colorphotoegrapl)ﬁ paper collage fift_y etching and §i|kscreen
$50.000-70.000 and rhinestones on paper prints on paper, in sapele,
) | Executed in 2022. sapele pommele and MDF
$200.000-300.000 box, finished with hardwax oil

Executed in 2019.
$150,000-200,000

About Christie’s

e Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online
auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global servicesto its clients, including art
appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throug hout
the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong,
Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold salesin mainland Chin a (Shanghai).

e Christie’sauctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million.

Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner collectionsin history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the
most valuable collection, and philanthropic sale, ever offered at auction (November 2022). In recent years, Christie’s also

achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century
artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022)and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons' Rabbit, 2019).



https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/locations/
https://www.christies.com/calendar/
https://www.christies.com/departments/index.aspx
https://www.christies.com/en/events/visionary-the-paul-g-allen-collection/overview
https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-6110563
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6369449
https://www.christies.com/features/jeff-koons-rabbit-own-the-controversy-9804-3.aspx

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction
calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.

Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays),
Christie’srecently launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader
in digital innovation, Christie’s also continuesto pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including a
new venture capital investment fund, the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objectsaround the world, and the
creation of viewingand bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and
hybrid sales formats.

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including
achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively usingits platform in the art world to ampli fy
under-represented voices and support positive change.

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at
the back of the sale catalogue.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.
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https://www.christies.com/privatesales/index?lid=1&sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/features/monumental-collage-by-beeple-is-first-purely-digital-artwork-nft-to-come-to-auction-11510-7.aspx
https://nft.christies.com/
https://www.christies.com/about-us/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.christies.com/features?sc_lang=en&lid=1
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