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THE MARK OF A GENIUS: 
REMBRANDT’S 

‘CHRIST PRESENTED TO THE PEOPLE’ 

FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE LATE SAMUEL JOSEFOWITZ 

-THE LAST KNOWN FIRST STATE OF THIS REMARKABLE DRYPOINT IN PRIVATE HANDS - 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

London – Christ Presented to The People (‘Ecce Homo’) is considered to be among Rembrandt 

Harmensz. van Rijn’s (1606-1669) most significant achievements in any medium (estimate on request: 

in the region of $3-5million). One of the world’s most versatile, innovative, and influential artists, 

Rembrandt is viewed by many as the greatest printmaker of any generation. Epitomizing an artist at the 

height of his powers, both artistically and technically, this extraordinary drypoint of 1655 dates from his 

third decade as a printmaker. Executed on a monumental scale, the present work is one of only eight 

known impressions of the celebrated first state of this print and is the last known example in private 

hands. The other seven known impressions of this state are in major museum collections: 

Kupferstichkabinett der Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, The British Museum, The Metropolitan Museum of 

Art, The Ashmolean Museum, Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Musée du Louvre (Rothschild 

Collection) and the Graphische Sammlung Albertina.   

Offered from The Collection of the late Samuel Josefowitz, it is on public view at Christie’s New York until 

5 May; going on view in Hong Kong from 24 to 28 May and then in London from 15 to 28 June and 30 

June to 5 July, ahead of being offered for sale during Christie’s Classic Week in London, in the Old 

Masters Evening Sale on 5 July. 

Jussi Pylkkanen, Christie’s Global President: “Sam Josefowitz was amongst the greatest Old Master 

Print collectors of his generation. Sixty years of connoisseurship and enthusiasm for Rembrandt led him 

to create an outstanding Rembrandt collection and the eventual acquisition of this masterpiece, which is 
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the last known example of the drypoint in private hands. This impression is a celebration of the skills of 

Rembrandt, the master printmaker, and Sam Josefowitz, the most scholarly and respected of collectors.” 

 

A masterful work, Christ Presented to The People (‘Ecce Homo’) is an extremely ambitious work, in 

technique, material and scale. The exceptional quality of this impression highlights Rembrandt’s 

sophisticated command of drypoint, a technique which uses a sharp needle to scratch the design onto a 

copper plate. The rich, velvety line it creates is particularly expressive, but few really fine impressions 

are possible since printing flattens the tiny shards of copper (known as ‘burr’) which hold the ink. 

Impressions on exotic papers were highly prized by collectors for their rarity, and by artists for the way 

they held the ink; in this work Rembrandt used oriental paper, imported from Japan at great expense by 

the East India Company.  

Global interest in the leading Old Masters continues to grow and Christie’s is proud to bring this 

magnificent drypoint to the open market at such an auspicious time. Christie’s is the market leader for 

works by the artist, having set the world record price at auction for Rembrandt when the oil Portrait of a 

man with arms akimbo sold for £20.2 million in 2009. The fact that Christ Presented to The People (‘Ecce 

Homo’) will be offered as part of Christie’s Old Master Evening Sale is a recognition of the rarity and 

importance of this work. 
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Notes to editors 
 

All client queries should be made to Tim Schmelcher, Christie’s International Specialist tschmelcher@christies.com/ +44 20 7389 
2268 
 
Christie’s has set of 4 of the top 5 prices at auction for works by Rembrandt (oils) and 4 of the top 5 prices at auction for prints by 
the artist. 
 
About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in 2017 that totalled £5.1 billion / $6.6 

billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s 

offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, 

collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history 

conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old 

Masters and Jewellery. 

Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in 

London, New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 

Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable 

fees.  
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