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THE SPIRIT OF PARIS: AN IMPORTANT 

PRIVATE COLLECTION OF 1920s & 1930s 

DESIGN TOTALS $11.5 MILLION 
 

 
JEAN-MICHEL FRANK (1895-1941) 

IMPORTANT CABINET, CIRCA 1925 
executed by Chanaux & Pelletier, Paris straw marquetry, iridescent yellow peroba, avodire  

58⅞ x 55⅛ x 15⅜ in. (149.5 x 140 x 39 cm) impressed CP, numbered 2217 
Price Realized: $1,500,000 

 

New York – Today, a selection of rare furniture and objets d’art in Christie’s live auction The Spirit of Paris: An 
Important Private Collection of 1920s & 1930s Design saw excellent results from start to finish, realizing a 
total of $11,510,070. Assembled with great discernment, the collection of 73 lots saw lively bidding from buyers 
globally. In total, the collection was sold 93% by lot, 94% by value, and 171% hammer above low estimate.  
 
An important 1925 straw marquetry cabinet by Jean-Michel Frank was the top lot of the sale. Estimated at  
$500,000 – 700,000, it sold for $1,500,000 – more than double its high estimate. An Alberto Giacometti 
‘Grecque’ Table Lamp from 1937 closely followed as the sale’s second lot, soaring past its estimate of $200,000 
– 300,000 to achieve $1,184,000. The third highest price of the sale came from another Jean-Michel Frank 
work, a pair of club armchairs, circa 1939, which sold for $882,000, far surpassing its high estimate of $300,000. 

Sonja Ganne, Chairman, Design, Christie’s Paris,  comments: “The collection of works offered in today’s sale 
was representative of the finest in French Art Deco across the 1920s and 1930s. We were especially pleased to 
see exceptional results for a number of pieces of furniture by legendary designer Jean-Michel Frank. Known for 
his exquisite designs executed in luxurious materials, he achieved three of the auction’s four top prices  with the 
sale of a marquetry cabinet, a pair of armchairs, and a side table—all of which tripled their high estimate.” 

  

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/the-spirit-of-paris-an-important-private-collection-of-1920s-and-1930s-design-29440/overview
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/the-spirit-of-paris-an-important-private-collection-of-1920s-and-1930s-design-29440/overview
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6378862?ldp_breadcrumb=back&intObjectID=6378862&from=salessummary&lid=1
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6378860?ldp_breadcrumb=back&intObjectID=6378860&from=salessummary&lid=1
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6378968?ldp_breadcrumb=back&intObjectID=6378968&from=salessummary&lid=1
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About Christie’s 

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 

bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate  

and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pac ific, with 
flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to 

hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

 
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In rece nt years, Christie’s 

has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy 

Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022, for a single charitable collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work 

by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working 

exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 

 
Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a maj or auction house 

(Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital 

innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology 

to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global 
livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats. 

 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability 
through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under -represented voices and support 

positive change. 

 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
 

# # # 

FOLLOW CHRISTIE’S ON: 

 

 

 

mailto:jstanley@christies.com
https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/locations/
https://www.christies.com/calendar/
https://www.christies.com/departments/index.aspx
https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-6110563
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6369449
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6369449
https://www.christies.com/auctions/rockefeller
https://www.christies.com/features/jeff-koons-rabbit-own-the-controversy-9804-3.aspx
https://www.christies.com/privatesales/index?lid=1&sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/features/monumental-collage-by-beeple-is-first-purely-digital-artwork-nft-to-come-to-auction-11510-7.aspx
https://www.christies.com/about-us/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.christies.com/features?sc_lang=en&lid=1
http://www.christies.com/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/Christies/__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x5QEpbaBw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/twitter.com/ChristiesInc__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x4RfLNjew$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.instagram.com/christiesinc/__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x6GcYcQfA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/user/christiesauctions__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x7CFZhL5g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.pinterest.co.uk/christiesinc__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x4h1LFgLg$

