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ENLIGHTENMENT AND SERENITY: 
IMPORTANT BUDDHIST PAINTINGS 

FROM THE COLLECTION OF DAVID AND NAYDA UTTERBERG 
 

LIVE AUCTION: 22 MARCH 2022 
 

PREVIEW IN TOKYO: 16-18 FEBRUARY  
PREVIEW IN SEOUL: 23-25 FEBRUARY 
PREVIEW IN NEW YORK: 18-21 MARCH 

 

  
PROPERTY FROM THE COLLECTION OF DAVID AND NAYDA 

UTTERBERG 

Anonymous (Early 14th Century) 
Miroku Bosatsu (Bodhisattva Maitreya) in Welcoming Descent 

Ink, color, gold and gold leaf on silk  
Estimate: $300,000-400,000 

PROPERTY FROM THE COLLECTION OF DAVID AND NAYDA 
UTTERBERG 

Anonymous (Late 13th Century) 
Amida Triad 

Hanging scroll; ink, color, gold and silver on silk 
31⅞ x 16¾ in. 

Estimate: $400,000-500,000 
 

 

New York – During New York’s annual Asian Art Week in March 2022, Christie’s will present Enlightenment and Serenity: 

Important Buddhist Paintings from the Collection of David and Nayda Utterberg as part of the Japanese and Korean 

Art Including the Collection of David and Nayda Utterberg sale on 22 March 2022. Twenty lots from this prestigious collection 

will be included in the single owner section of the sale.  

A selection of highlights from the collection will be on view in Tokyo between 16 to 18 February, followed by an exhibit at 

Christie’s Seoul between 23 to 25 February, prior to an exhibit of the full sale as part of Christie’s New York Asian Art Week 

preview f rom 18 to 21 March.  

David and Nayda Utterberg were attracted to Asian art f rom the start. They formed a substantial collection of  Buddhist 

painting and sculpture, as well as: ink painting, woodblock-printed Buddhist material, medieval Japanese ceramics, some 

lacquer, Korean celadons, and both Japanese and Korean folding screens, among other genres. David had a keen eye and 

deep understanding of Korean art, which resulted in his distinguished Korean celadon collection. Virtually all of the pieces 

had been purchased from leading dealers in Japan, just as almost every piece had previously been published. Works from 

their collection were exhibited at renowned institutions such as the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco and Seattle Asian 

Art Museum.   

Takaaki Murakami, Head of Department, Japanese and Korean Art, Christie’s, stated: “We are extremely honored to 

offer the collection of David and Nayda Utterberg. This is inarguably the finest collection of Japanese and East Asian 

Buddhist paintings and calligraphy that has ever appeared in auction history.” 

 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/japanese-and-korean-art-including-the-collection-of-david-and-nayda-utterberg-20621-nyr/
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/japanese-and-korean-art-including-the-collection-of-david-and-nayda-utterberg-20621-nyr/


 

• Browse lots in the sale here 
• Press images can be downloaded here  

 

PRESS CONTACT: Stella Kim | stellakim@christies.com 

About Christie’s  

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 
bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and 

education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, 
with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to 

hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 
 
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 
achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of 

Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 

with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 
Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house (Beeple’s 

Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, 
Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences 

that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 
Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through 
net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change. 

 
Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here. 
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