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THOMAS MORAN (1837-1926) 

A Passing Shower in the Yellowstone Cañon 
signed with initials in monogram and dated 'TMoran 1903' (lower right)—signed and dated again and inscribed with title (on the reverse prior to lining)  

oil on canvas 
16 x 20 in. (40.64 x 50.8 cm.) 

Painted in 1903. 
$1,500,000-2,500,000 

 
 

New York – Christie’s is honored to present Stewards of the West: The Knobloch Collection, a dedicated live auction of 

Western American Art on May 18th at the galleries at Rockefeller Center in New York City. The late entrepreneur and 

conservationist Carl W. Knobloch, Jr. built a striking private assemblage of Western American painting and sculpture that 

ref lects his deep commitment to the region, while developing a reputation as a leading connoisseur and collector in the field. 

Of f  the walls of the family’s Wyoming residence, the collection is notable for its exceptional quality and features the leading 

artists of the genre such as Thomas Moran, Albert Bierstadt, Frederic Remington and Henry  F. Farny, among others. 

Proceeds of the auction will benefit The Knobloch Family Foundation which is committed to grant making that ensures the 



conservation of natural ecosystems. With approximately 75 lots, the collection is expected to realize in the region of $15 to 

23 million.  

Tylee Abbott, VP, Head of American Art, Christie’s comments: “Carl Knobloch’s collection embodies his profound 

connection to the natural world—a legacy in beauty and stewardship that continues to inspire. It is f itting that such works, 

which were executed by the artists that first inspired leaders of generations past to preserve our country’s natural wonders, 

now be distributed for the express purpose of supporting organizations that contribute to the ongoing conservation and 

broader appreciation of these landscapes.”  

Carl W. Knobloch, Jr. (1930-2016) had a long, successful career in business across finance, real estate and oilfield services 

and production.  He was also devoted to protecting the environment. In 1997, the Knoblochs established the Knobloch 

Family Foundation, an organization dedicated to science based conservation and economics . The beneficiary of this sale, 

the Foundation has supported initiatives ranging f rom the acquisition of acreage for Grand Teton National Park to the 

conservation of Texas and Georgia land for wildlife species and habitat restoration.  

Among Knobloch’s most personal causes was his alma mater Yale University, where he contributed significantly towards 

the construction of Kroon Hall at the Yale School of the Environment. “The preservation of our natural ecosystems is critical 

to the continued economic strength of our country, as well as the health of all Americans,” Knobloch noted at the time. 

In his private collection of American art, Knobloch found a source of continual inspiration and insight . When created, these 

sublime historic depictions of the American West inspired great interest in the West and a sense of  reverence for its 

unspoiled land, importantly shaping ideas of conservation then as they continue to do to this day. At their residence in 

Wyoming, the Knoblochs could live surrounded by the beauty of the natural world, whether indoors or out, their exceptional 

collection encompassing great diversity, from majestic landscapes of the frontier by revered figures such as Albert Bierstadt 

and Thomas Moran; to depictions of Native American life by George Catlin and Henry F. Farny; to masterfully rendered 

bronzes by Frederic Remington that capture the spirit of the American cowboy.  

COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS 

The collection features several highlights by Thomas Moran, who f irst travelled West in 1871, to Yellowstone, and was 

awestruck by the magnif icent and rugged topography. It was Moran’s watercolors f rom this trip that aided in the 

government’s decision to set aside the area as the United States’ first National Park, which celebrates its 150th Anniversary 

in 2022.  Executed during this important moment, The Southern Arm of the Yellowstone Lake, Yellowstone National Park, 

Wyoming Territory of 1874 exemplifies Moran’s mastery of the watercolor medium (estimate: $400,000-600,000).  

Moran is also represented by the masterwork A Passing Shower in the Yellowstone Cañon (estimate: $1,500,000-

2,500,000), a composition for which the artist has become best known and a testament to his enduring love for this unique 

landscape. This work was created during a seminal moment for American conservation, when President Theodore 

Roosevelt visited Yellowstone for a second time. Perhaps the nation’s greatest conservationist, in the decade following this 

inspirational trip Roosevelt would establish the United States Forest Service, create several more National Parks and 

numerous National Monuments. 

Roosevelt’s deep connection to the American West is more specifically seen in Henry F. Farny’s Theodore Roosevelt ‘Sage 

Grouse Shooting’, a rare example of  the artist depicting a specific individual (estimate: $300,000-500,000). President 

Roosevelt was an acquaintance and admirer of Farny’s work and they had once hunted together.  

Albert Bierstadt’s Grazing Antelope (estimate: $100,000-150,000) and William Robinson Leigh’s View of the Grand Canyon 

of the Yellowstone ($250,000-350,000) also celebrate the region immediately surrounding the Knobloch home, while 

numerous other examples by the leading artists of the era represent other significant natural monuments of the West, such 

as Moran’s Grand Canyon, Colorado River (estimate: $700,000-1,000,000). 

Embracing both the land and its inhabitants, other strong points in the collection include striking renditions of Native 

American life ranging f rom works by Alfred Jacob Miller to Joseph Henry Sharp, whose Blackfeet Teepees, Glacier Park 

(estimate: $40,000-60,000) fittingly captures life on the edge of Montana’s most well-known park. 



The Collection also captures the cultural riches of the region with iconic depictions of the American Cowboy, with strong 

examples by Frederic Remington, his greatest champion, including casts of the celebrated Broncho Buster (estimate: 

$300,000-500,000) and Rattlesnake (estimate: $200,000-300,000). 

 

 
 
 

 
 

THOMAS MORAN (1837-1926) 
The Southern Arm of the Yellowstone Lake, 

Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming Territory 
signed with initials in monogram and dated 

'1874' (lower left) 
watercolor and gouache on paper laid down on 

paperboard 
10 1/2 x 14 7/8 in. (26.7 x 37.8 cm.) 

Executed in 1874. 
$400,000-600,000 

 

HENRY F. FARNY (1847-1916) 
Theodore Roosevelt 'Sage Grouse Shooting' 

signed '∙Farny∙' with artist's device (lower right) 
gouache and watercolor on paper 

14 x 23 ½ in. (35.6 x 59.7 cm.) 
$300,000-500,000 

 

ALBERT BIERSTADT (1830-1902) 
Grazing Antelope 

signed with conjoined initials 'ABierstadt.' 
(lower right) 

oil on paper laid down on canvas 
11 x 15 in. (27.9 x 38.1 cm.) 

Painted circa 1863. 
$100,000-150,000 

 
 

 

 

WILLIAM ROBINSON LEIGH (1866-1955) 
View of the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone  

signed and dated 'W.R. Leigh./N.Y. 1913.' 
(lower right) 

oil on canvas 
32 x 22 in. (81.3 x 55.9 cm.) 

Painted in 1913. 
$250,000-350,000 

 

THOMAS MORAN (1837-1926) 

Grand Canyon, Colorado River 
signed with initials in monogram and dated 

'TMoran. 1915' with artist’s thumbprint device 
(lower right) 

oil on canvas 
20 x 16 in. (50.8 x 40.6 cm.) 

Painted in 1915. 
$700,000-1,000,000 

 

JOSEPH HENRY SHARP (1859-1953) 

Blackfeet Teepees, Glacier Park 
signed 'JH Sharp.' (lower right) 

oil on board 
9 1/2 x 13 1/2 in. (24.13 x 34.3 cm.) 

$40,000-60,000 
 

 

Images for press use available here and on request. 
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Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 
bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and 

education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, 
with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to 

hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 
achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of 

Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 
with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  

 
Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house (Beeple’s 

Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, 
Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences 

that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through 
net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change. 

 
Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here. 
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