
 
 
 

Leading International artists use materials recovered from The Glasgow School 
of Art fire to create new works of art to be auctioned at Christie’s, London 

 

 Artists including Sir Antony Gormley, Grayson Perry, Jenny Saville and Simon Starling have created works to help 
raise money for Glasgow School of Art’s Mackintosh Building restoration 

 The Mackintosh Campus Appeal has raised £18.5 million to date, with £13.5million still to be raised of £32million 
target 

 Christie’s Auction to take place during the Post-War and Contemporary Art Day Sale on 8th March  
 
 

 
 
                                                                         

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
London, 30 January: 25 leading international artists, including Simon Starling, Sir Antony Gormley, Grayson Perry, Cornelia 
Parker, Jenny Saville, David Shrigley and Douglas Gordon have used materials retrieved from The Glasgow School of Art’s 
Mackintosh library after the fire to create original works of art to help raise money for restoration of the Mackintosh Building 
 
Each one of the diverse and distinctive pieces, covering a range of practices including Sculpture, Photography, Drawing and 
Painting has been created using remains from the fire, from charred timbers and debris to books and furniture.  
 
In an auction titled Ash to Art, created by J. Walter Thompson London in collaboration with The Glasgow School of Art 
Development Trust, the new art works will be displayed at Christie’s in London King Street in a special exhibition between 
3rd and 7th March 2017, then auctioned during the Post-War and Contemporary Art Day Sale on 8th March 2017. The 
proceeds will be donated to The Mackintosh Campus Appeal.  
 
Artists chosen by J. Walter Thompson London, and including seven Turner Prize winners, come from a variety of disciplines 
and backgrounds to create a distinctive body of work, reflecting the international importance and influence of the 
Mackintosh Building on those who studied there and further afield. Other leading artists participating include Anish Kapoor, 
Tacita Dean, Conrad Shawcross, The Chapman Brothers and Sir Peter Blake.  
 
Each artist was sent a piece of debris specifically chosen for them with a note telling them what it was, where it was from 
and explaining the concept. The brief was left open for each artist to interpret what they received and create their own new 
piece of art.  
 

Douglas Gordon  
A given, 2017  

Burned wood debris from The 
Glasgow School of Art 

Mackintosh Building casted in 
bronze 

cm: H 32; W 22; D 8 
 

Grayson Perry  

Art is Dead, Long Live Art, 2016 
Glazed Ceramic with charcoal 

inside 
20.5 x 33 cm    

 

Cornelia Parker  
A Slippery Slope (between Chalk and Charcoal) 

2017 

 

Chalk from the White Cliffs of Dover, 1920’s 
drawing, piece of charcoal from burnt Rennie 

Mackintosh Library, Glasgow School of Art.  40 x 
26 x 38 cm 

 
 

 



 
The diverse body of work includes Anish Kapoor’s wood fragments in red Perspex box, Douglas Gordon’s burnt wood cast 
in bronze and Grayson Perry’s ceramic with the words “Art is dead. Long live Art”.  
 
The idea was created by J. Walter Thompson London’s Bill Hartley and Giles Hepworth.  
 
See notes for editors for a full list of artists  
 
Douglas Gordon, said: “I was sent a small section of wood that came from the famous library in the building.  It sat in my 
studio in Berlin, on my desk, next to a classic 60's ashtray that a friend had given me - the irony. 
In any case it reminded me of my times in the library, where one either craned ones neck in order to look up very high, or 
bent one's head in order to read a book. It has a kind of (traditional) religious or at least a devotional gesture to it. And when 
I looked at the pieces of wood, I moved them slightly and realised that it was, indeed, a cross. 
Regarding the material and the process - I wanted to use EXTREME heat in order to make something that would not burn - 
therefore, the bronze.”  
 

Grayson Perry, said: “It’s a tragedy. It’s the most famous art school building in Britain. It’s also the masterpiece of 
Mackintosh. It’s a double tragedy.  
I was very excited when I received the box of charcoal. I had an idea almost immediately and the idea of making an urn was 
an obviously thing to do. The idea of memorialising or celebrating the difficulty - honoring the wound. It’s something I’m 
trying to do. Move on and make the most of it.  
I really like the idea of using the charcoal from the fire. I thought it was very clever. It’s also fresh – it’s not something that 
has come up before. We’ve all been asked to do t shirts, knickers and mugs – endless charity rounds. I get about two a 
week.” 
 
Professor Tom Inns, Director of the GSA 
“The Mackintosh Campus Project will enable The Glasgow School of Art to restore and upgrade the Mackintosh Building as 
a home for all first year students whilst also creating state of the art studio space for the School of Fine Art and workshop 
facilities for the GSA in the converted Stow Building. The project symbolises our commitment to our heritage and our 
confidence in the future. It has been a pleasure to work with the creative team at J. Walter Thompson London over the last 
two years on this imaginative initiative that will help in our efforts to raise the £32m required to make our vision a reality.” 
 
Bill Hartley and Giles Hepworth, Creatives at J. Walter Thompson London, said: “It seemed appropriate to use a by-product 
of the School's fire as the tool of its rebirth. By putting debris from the fire into the hands of artists, it places the future of 
the School firmly in the hands of the UK’s creative community.”   
 
Leonie Grainger, Head of Christie’s Day auction, said:  “Ash to Art ably shows how the creative process can transform the 
humblest of materials into compelling works of art that are not only a powerful tribute to the history of Glasgow School of 
Art but also a fitting overture to its future. An integral part of the Christie’s Day Auction of Post War and Contemporary 
Art in March, we look forward to showcasing this formidable line up of talent and are delighted to be a part of a project 
that has such imaginative ambition.” 
 
In May 2014 the world-famous Mackintosh Building, at the heart of The Glasgow School of Art’s Garnethill campus, suffered 
a fire that caused significant damage to the west wing including the loss of the celebrated Mackintosh Library.  
 
The GSA Development Trust subsequently launched The Mackintosh Campus Appeal to raise £32m to help the institution 
recover from the consequences of the fire, and to deliver an authentic and sympathetic restoration of the Mackintosh 
Building, including returning the library its original 1910 design. To date the campaign has raised £18.5 million.  
 
The fire in the Mackintosh Building resonated across the world with individuals and institutions wanting to help the GSA in 
any way they could. Through the intervention of our artists and their unique body of work, we are helping to support the 
GSA’s recovery from the fire. Their support will be invaluable to the GSA as it undertakes the restoration of the west wing  
and upgrade of the east wing of the world-famous Mackintosh Building, and converts the recently acquired Stow Building 
into studio space that will bring together the whole of the School of Fine Art for the first time in decades.  
 
 



 
Further quotes 
Alan Horn, Director of The Mackintosh Campus Appeal: “From the very first conversation with the team from J Walter 
Thompson London in the weeks immediately after the Mackintosh Building fire in 2014, this felt like a very special and 
sincere partnership. The creative process has been fascinating and it has been a real joy to work with the team at JWT and 
latterly with our partners at Christie’s to make this project a reality.  
“However, it has been the extraordinarily generous response of the artists that has been the most humbling aspect of the 
project. We are delighted by the range of creative responses to the material and the pieces that will be auctioned in March. 
They underline the generosity of this community that has responded so enthusiastically to our cause.” 
 
MT Rainey, Trustee of the GSA Development Trust  
“Ash to Art, which grew from an original idea from the creative team at JWT, is fascinating, and its execution by the project 
partners has been a tremendous example of world-leading experts in their fields collaborating to create something special. 
That so many leading contemporary artists have chosen to support this project by contributing  
meaningful work to the auction is testament to the significance of the Mackintosh Building and the dedication of the 
JWT/GSA/Christie’s team.” 
 
Full list of artists:   
Alison Watt 
Anish Kapoor 
Antony Gormley 
Conrad Shawcross 
Chantal Joffe  
Cornelia Parker 
David Shrigley 
Douglas Gordon 
Grayson Perry 
Idris Khan 
Ishbel Myerscough 
Jenny Saville  
Jim Lambie 
Joseph Kosuth 
Julie Mehretu 
Martin Boyce 
Miroslaw Balka 
Nathan Coley 
Paula Rego 
Peter Blake 
Rachel Whiteread  
Richard Long 
Simon Starling 
Tacita Dean 
The Chapman Brothers  
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Some of the Images available:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cornelia Parker  
A Slippery Slope (between Chalk and 

Charcoal) 2017 

 

Chalk from the White Cliffs of Dover, 1920’s 
drawing, piece of charcoal from burnt 

Rennie Mackintosh Library, Glasgow School 
of Art.  40 x 26 x 38 cm 

Estimate: £3,000 - £5,000 
© Cornelia Parker 

 
 

 

Antony Gormley  
SITE II, 2016 

Charcoal and latex on paper  
111 x 76.5cm 

Estimate: £18,000 - £25,000 
© Antony Gormley 

Douglas Gordon  
A given, 2017  

Burned wood debris from The 
Glasgow School of Art 

Mackintosh Building casted in 
bronze 

H 32; W 22; D 8 cm 
Estimate: Price on request 

© Studio lost but found / Douglas 
Gordon / VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn, 2017. 

Photo: Studio lost but found / 
Katharina Kiebacher 

Grayson Perry  

Art is Dead, Long Live Art, 2016 
Glazed Ceramic with charcoal 

inside 
20.5 x 33 cm    

Estimate: £15,000 - £20,000 
© Grayson Perry 

 

Chantal Joffe  
Self Portrait with Ishbel at Glasgow School 

or Art , 2016  
42 x 59 cm 

Estimate: £2,000 - £3,000 
© Chantal Joffe 

 

Martin Boyce 
Untitled, 2016 

Burnt wood from Mackintosh Library GSA, 
painted acrylic with the words ‘Spook 

School’ 
 141 x 83 x 10 cm 

Estimate: £7,000 - £10,000 
© Martin Boyce 

 
 

 
 

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Notes to editors:  
About J. Walter Thompson London 
J. Walter Thompson London is a communications agency which creates pioneering ideas that build brands and businesses. The agency offers creative 
expertise across all channels, delivering creative, insight-led and integrated branded content.  
 
J. Walter Thompson London is part of a global network which, with more than 200 offices in over 90 countries, consistently ranks among the top agency 
networks in the world and continues a dominant presence in the industry by staying on the leading edge. For more information, please visit http://www.jwt.co.uk 
and follow us @JWT_London. 
 
About Glasgow School of Art  
The Glasgow School of Art (GSA) was founded in 1845 as one of the first Government Schools of Design, as a centre of creativity promoting good design for 
the manufacturing industries of Glasgow.  However, the School’s lineage can be traced to 1753 when Robert Foulis established a school of art and design in 
Glasgow, which was described as the single most influential factor in the development of eighteenth-century Scottish Art. Today, The GSA is internationally 
recognised as one of Europe's leading university-level institutions for the visual creative disciplines. Our studio-based approach to research and teaching brings 
disciplines together to explore problems in new ways to find innovative solutions. The studio creates the environment for inter-disciplinary working, peer 
learning, critical inquiry, experimentation and prototyping, helping to addressing many of the great challenges confronting society and contemporary business. 
  
The restoration of the west wing of the Mackintosh Building and simultaneous upgrading of the east wing are part of a major £80m development of the GSA’s 
Garnethill campus. It also includes the purchase and conversion of the former Stow College building and site. The project wil l see the Mackintosh Building 
returning as a home for all first year students, and the Stow Building will bring together all the different specialisms of the School of Fine Art in one building. The 
project is being supported by the £32M Mackintosh Campus Appeal, £18M of which has been raised to date. 
 
About Christie’s   
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international 
glamour. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, 
wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all 
categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 2016 marks Christie’s 250th anniversary. 
Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular 
showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Click HERE to view a short film about Christie’s and the 250th anniversary. Christie’s has a global presence in 46 
countries, with 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and 
Mumbai. Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful 
sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai. 
  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees. 

 

http://www.jwt.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/JWT_London
http://www.christies.com/exhibitions/2016/celebrating-christies-250th-anniversary?pid=en_homepage_upcoming1

