
                    

 

THE NILE RODGERS COLLECTION  

SOLD TO BENEFIT THE WE ARE FAMILY FOUNDATION 

LIVE AUCTION: THURSDAY - DECEMBER 16, 2021 - NEW YORK  

 
Nile Rodgers at Glastonbury, 2017. Photo credit: Jill Furmanovsky 

 

New York— Christie’s is honored to present The Nile Rodgers Collection, a live auction on Thursday, December 16, 2021 in New York 

City from the legendary and multiple GRAMMY-winning composer, producer, arranger and guitarist. The items being auctioned have 

meaningful and important stories that are steeped in the soundtrack of people’s lives, with the music they created while defining an 

iconic era and sound.  Nile’s work with the CHIC Organization and his renowned productions for artists such as David Bowie, Diana 

Ross and Madonna have sold over 500 million albums and 75 million singles worldwide, while his trendsetting collaborations with  Daft 

Punk, Avicii, Keith Urban, Disclosure, Sam Smith and Lady Gaga reflect the vanguard of contemporary music. 
 
All net auction proceeds will benefit We Are Family Foundation, a non-profit organization co-founded by Rodgers and Foundation 

President, Nancy Hunt, that promotes cultural diversity while nurturing and mentoring the vision, talents, and ideas of young people 

who are positively changing the world. The auction is comprised of more than 160 lots of vintage and storied guitars, iconic fashions, 

unique synthesizers, production equipment and rare cars from Rodgers’ private collection.  A large portion of the items being  

auctioned have personal stories from the artist that represent his seminal music influences and contributions over the decades.   

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/the-nile-rodgers-collection-to-benefit-the-we-are-family-foundation-19986-nyr/
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/the-nile-rodgers-collection-to-benefit-the-we-are-family-foundation-19986-nyr/


Nile Rodgers comments:  "I say with complete humility, these instruments have been the soundtrack of our lives, from the 70s till now. 

They've played on records, films and video games worth over a billion dollars. I'm auctioning them off so they can benefit the We Are 

Family Foundation and ultimately give people as much joy as they've given me.” 

Nancy Hunt, President and co-founder of the We are Family Foundation comments: "Twenty years ago, Nile re-recorded his song "We 

Are Family" with hundreds of voices to jumpstart the healing process after 9/11. What began as an effort by artists and everyday 

citizens to use the universal language of music to heal, with a song that had become a global anthem, became the We Are Family 

Foundation (WAFF). Combining Nile's legacy as a musician and as a young activist in the 1960s, WAFF believes our young people  across 

the globe have the answers to solve some of the world's biggest problems. It is a full-circle moment for the proceeds of the historic 

Nile Rodgers Collection to continue funding and supporting the work of young people around the world who are making a positive 

impact on humanity - "We Are Family"."  

Among the highlights in the auction are a rare Porsche 911 Slantnose Turbo Targa (Flachbau), one of only nine made, estimated at 

$150,000-200,000; a 1956 Fender Stratocaster Solid-Body Electric Guitar with gold-plated hardware estimated at $30,000-40,000; a 
1954 Fender Telecaster Solid-Body Electric Guitar estimated at $15,000-25,000; and a custom shop artist’s prototype of the 

eponymous Nile Rodgers Fender Stratocaster “Hitmaker”, estimated at $4,500-6,500. Other highlights include an original Wurlitzer 
Bubbler Jukebox, model No. 1015, circa 1946, estimated at $4,000-6,000; a road case stamped “Nile Rodgers Productions Inc.” 

estimated at $500-800; and a Rupert Neve & Company designed sound console formerly part of CBS’s New York Studio 52 which 
hosted The Ed Sullivan Show whose facility later became  the iconic Studio 54 in New York City, estimated at $50,000-$100,000.  

   
A Solid-Body Electric Guitar 

Telecaster, Serial number 6619 
Fender Electric Instrument Company, Fullerton 

California, Circa 1954   
length of back 15 3/4 inches 

Estimate: $15,000-25,000 

A Solid-Body Electric Guitar, Stratocaster 

Black Finish, Gold-plated Hardware 
Fender Electric Instrument Company, Fullerton 

California, Circa 1956   
length of back 15 3/4 inches 

Estimate: $30,000-40,000 
 

A Solid-Body Electric Guitar, A Custom 

Shop Artist's Prototype 
Stratocaster, Nile Rodgers ‘Hitmaker’, Serial 

number NR2015 
Fender Musical Instruments Corporation, 

Corona California, Circa 2015            
length of back 15 3/4 inches 

Estimate: $4,500-6,500 
 

 
ABOUT NILE RODGERS:  
 
Among music legends, Nile Rodgers is truly exceptional. He amplifies his legacy as a multiple GRAMMY-winning composer, producer, 
arranger and guitarist by constantly traversing new musical terrain and successfully expanding the boundaries of popular music. As 
the co-founder of CHIC and the Chairman of the Songwriters Hall of Fame, Rodgers pioneered a musical language that generated chart-
topping hits like “Le Freak,” (the biggest selling single in the history of Atlantic Records) and sparked the advent of hip-hop with “Good 
Times”. Nile transcends all styles of music across every generation with a body of work that’s garnered him inductions into the Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame and the Songwriters Hall of Fame. 
  
Currently, Nile serves as the first-ever Chief Creative Advisor for the incomparable Abbey Road Studios, hosts the critically acclaimed 
Apple Music 1’s “Deep Hidden Meaning Radio with Nile Rodgers” and is the co-founder and Chairman of the We Are Family 
Foundation. 
 
 
 



ABOUT WE ARE FAMILY FOUNDATION:  
 
We Are Family Foundation (WAFF) is a not-for-profit organization co-founded by legendary musician Nile Rodgers and is dedicated to 
the visions of a global family by creating programs that promote cultural diversity while nurturing and mentoring the vision, talents 
and ideas of young people who are positively changing the world. Find more information about WAFF, its programs and global 
community at wearefamilyfoundation.org and @wearefamilyfdtn. 
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, 
as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, 

international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia 
Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house 

authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 
achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of 

Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 
with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  

 
Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house (Beeple’s 

Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, 
Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences 

that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through 
net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change. 

 
 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 
of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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