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CHRISTIE’S NEW YORK PRESENTS  

MAGNIFICENT JEWELS 
Including The Light of Peace Diamond 

LIVE AUCTION: 7 June 2023 

 
 

Property from a Private Collection 
THE LIGHT OF PEACE DIAMOND 

126.76 carats, D color, Internally Flawless, Type IIa 
Estimate $10,000,000 - 15,000,000  

Offered without reserve 

 

New York - Christie’s announces the upcoming 7 June auction of Magnificent Jewels. The auction includes 

an exquisite assemblage of jewels from private collections, alongside signed jewels by Cartier, Chaumet, Harry 

Winston, JAR, Tiffany & Co., Van Cleef & Arpels, and Verdura. The full selection will be exhibited ahead of the 

sale as part of Christie’s New York Luxury Week from 2 June to 6 June. 

 

The auction is led by The Light of Peace Diamond, (estimate: $10,000,000 - 15,000,000) a D color, Internally 

Flawless, Type IIa, pear brilliant-cut diamond of 126.76 carats and is offered without reserve. Formerly known as 

the ‘Zale Light of Peace’, the diamond was previously owned by the Zale Corporation of Dallas. Eager to find a way 

for their company to give back, the Zales arranged showings of the diamond and used proceeds of the ticket sales 

to establish a fund for peace-supporting missions. So named to promote the company’s ideals and goals, the 

present diamond has long symbolized good will and charitable efforts. Continuing its history of philanthropic 

giving, a portion of the proceeds will donated by the current owners to the USA for UNHCR, the UN Refugee 

Agency. 

 

Impressive diamonds and colored diamonds also lead the sale, including a superb fancy vivid blue diamond ring 

of 3.10 carats (estimate $4,200,000 – 5,200,000); a fancy intense yellow diamond pendant of 50.40 carats 

(estimate $700,000 – 1,200,000) from The Artistic Journey – A Distinguished West Coast Collection; 

and a fancy intense pink diamond ring of 4.01 carats (estimate $1,500,000 – 2,500,000). 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/magnificent-jewels-22033-nyr/
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6429413?ldp_breadcrumb=back&intObjectID=6429413&from=salessummary&lid=1


 

Colored stones are well represented including a magnificent Burmese ‘Royal Blue’ Sapphire of 71.27 carats 

beautifully set in a diamond pendant (estimate $3,000,000 – 5,000,000); a pair of Harry Winston emerald and 

diamond pendant earrings (estimate $500,000 – 700,000); and a Burmese ruby of 10.17 carats (estimate 

$400,000 – 600,000). 

 

The sale features highlights from The Collection of Adolphus Andrews, Jr. and Emily Taylor Andrews. 

The collection is rich in its variety, with a particular focus on color and whimsical design, includes an iconic Van 

Cleef & Arpels ‘Mystery-Set’ sapphire and diamond bracelet (estimate $250,000 – 350,000) reflective of the 

genius setting style by Van Cleef & Arpels.  

 

Featured in the sale is a selection of jewels formerly from the collection of Betsey Cushing Whitney, the New 

York philanthropist and socialite known for her exceptional style and taste. A superb set of ruby, emerald and 

diamond Van Cleef & Arpels earrings and necklace, circa 1970, will be offered (estimate $400,000 – 600,000).  

 

Notable jewels that span the 20th century are also prevalent, including an impressive Chaumet Art Deco emerald 

and diamond necklace (estimate $2,000,000 – 3,000,000) from the Rothschild family, including the late 

Baroness Edouard de Rothschild, the late Jacqueline de Rothschild Piatigorsky, and the late 

Jephta Drachman (Née Piatigorsky).  The necklace was made especially for the family in 1930 and is well 

documented in Chaumet’s archives.  

 

Further notable assemblages include Important Jewels from an American Private Collector which 

showcases seven JAR jewels that have never before appeared at auction; the iconic Salvador Dalí 'Étoile De Mer' 

brooch (estimate: $1,000,000 – 1,500,000) from an Important Private Collection and formerly from the 

collection of Rebekah Harkness, recently exhibited in the American Museum of Natural History in New York City 

in 2021; and a Van Cleef & Arpels diamond ring (estimate $50,000 – 70,000) and a Van Cleef & Arpels diamond 

flower brooch ($10,000 – 15,000) formerly from the Collection of Greta Garbo. 

 

The sale will also feature The Magnificent Jewels of Anne Eisenhower, a stunning assemblage of jewelry 

from the most important houses. The top lot of the sale is the iconic ‘Jarretière’ ruby and diamond bracelet, 

acquired by Marlene Dietrich in 1937 from Van Cleef & Arpels (estimate $2,500,000 – 4,500,000). Additional 

highlights include a variety of magnificent jewels, including: a rare Art Deco Diamond and Multi-Gem 

‘Moonlight Rose’ Bracelet, by Tiffany & Co. (Estimate $500,000 – 700,000),  an Art Deco Diamond 

Bangle Bracelet, by Cartier (Estimate $150,000 – 250,000) as well as an Important D color Diamond 

Ring of 20.54 carats (Estimate $1,200,000 – 1,800,000).  

 

CHRISTIE’S MAGNIFICENT JEWELS | 7 JUNE | VIEWING  

 

Friday 2 June at 10.00 am-6.00 pm 

Saturday 3 June at 10.00 am-5.00 pm 

Sunday 4 June at 10.00 am-5.00 pm 

Monday 5 June at 10.00 am-6.00 pm 

Tuesday 6 June at 10.00 am-5.00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/the-magnificent-jewels-of-anne-eisenhower-22479-nyr/


CHRISTIE’S MAGNIFICENT JEWELS | 7 JUNE | HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 

 
JAR COLORED DIAMOND AND 

DIAMOND 'SHELL' BROOCH 
Estimate $200,000 - 300,000 

SALVADOR DALÍ 'ÉTOILE DE MER' 
CULTURED PEARL, RUBY, 

DIAMOND AND EMERALD BROOCH 
Estimate $1,000,000 - 1,500,000 

VAN CLEEF & ARPELS  
SAPPHIRE AND DIAMOND 
'MYSTERY-SET' BRACELET 

Estimate $250,000 - 350,000 

 
 

 
 

 

 

A SUPERB COLORED  
DIAMOND RING 

3.10 carats, Fancy Vivid Blue,  
VS2 clarity, Type IIb 

Estimate $4,200,000 - 5,200,000 

DIAMOND PENDANT-NECKLACE 
Estimate $500,000 - 700,000 

VAN CLEEF & ARPELS  
DIAMOND RING 

Estimate $50,000 - 70,000 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
VAN CLEEF & ARPELS 

 SET OF RUBY, EMERALD, 
DIAMOND AND ENAMEL JEWELRY 

Estimate $400,000 - 600,000 

DIAMOND RING 
20.05 carats, I color, VVS1 clarity, 

potentially Internally Flawless 
Estimate $500,000 - 700,000 

CHAUMET ART DECO EMERALD 
AND DIAMOND NECKLACE  

Estimate  $2,000,000 - 3,000,000 

 

 

 

PRESS ASSETS: Can be downloaded here 

PRESS CONTACT: Agostino Guerra | aguerra@christies.com 

 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8smqkgr0htco3ol/AAA2gBLBKoYpt_F86tvIGPdca?dl=0
mailto:aguerra@christies.com
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About Christie’s 
 

• Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as 
its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real 
estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with 
flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized 
to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

• Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of 
the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection ever offered at 
auction (November 2022). In recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator 
Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 
2019). Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working 
exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 

• Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently 
launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also 
continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects 
around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, 
and hybrid sales formats. 

• Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability 
through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support 
positive change.  

• Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
 

* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the 
back of the sale catalogue. 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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