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ART OF THE ISLAMIC AND INDIAN
WORLDS INCLUDING ORIENTAL RUGS
AND CARPETS

ACHIEVES £8,496,838

Vividly-illustrated Persian folio achieved over four times
its low pre-sale estimate

BAYSUNGHUR IN THE GUISE OF SOLOMON AND THE QUEEN OF SHEBA
TIMURID HERAT, FIRST HALF 15TH CENTURY
Painting 7 x 4%in. (18.1 x 12.4cm.); folio 10% x 6%in. (27.5 x 16.8cm.)
Pre-sale estimate £150,000-200,000
Realised £781.200

LONDON — Art of the Islamic and Indian Worlds including Oriental Rugs and Carpets sale took
place live at Christie’s London on 27 April 2023, realising a total of £8,496,838. The sale comprised
240 lots including striking examples of manuscripts, paintings, ceramics, metalwork, and carpets from
across the Islamic and Indian worlds.

One of the masterpieces leading the sale was lot 25, a Timurid painting, Baysunghur in the Guise of
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, Timurid Herat, first half 15th century (illustrated above). With an
estimate of £150,000-200,000, this realised £781,200, over four times its low estimate. The painting
captures the regal grandeur of a royal court scene, and is one of the earliest depictions of what later
became a popular subject in Persian painting. There was competitive bidding in the room, online and
via telephone bidding for this work.



Islamic Highlights

Other highlights from the sale included: (Lot 139), (illustrated above centre) A silk and metal-thread
banner (Sanjak), Ottoman Istanbul, Turkey, Dated AJ 1225/1810-11 AD. (estimate £30,000-50,000)
which realised £125,000; (Lot 26), (illustrated above left), Quran signed ‘Abdullah Ibn Hafiz
Muhammad Shirazi Safavid Shiraz, Iran, dated 25 Ramadan AH 933/5 July 1527 AD, an Arabic
manuscript on paper, (estimate £10,000-15,000) achieving £138,600; (Lot 99), (illustrated above
right) Mirza Muhammad Rafi’'Bazil (D. 1713-4): Hamla-Haydariu Provincial Mughal, North India, first-
half 18" century, a versified account of the life of the Prophet, (estimate £40,000-60,000) hammered
for four times its low estimate at £176,400.

Oriental Rugs and Carpets Highlights

Showing the strength of the classical
Anatolian carpet market, the highlight of the
sale (illustrated far right), (lot 195) was an
extremely rare Anatolian ‘Phoenix In
Octagon’ rug woven in the late 15th/early
16th century, Central or Eastern Anatolia
(estimate £100,000-150,000) which realised
£214,200. One of only 18 examples
remaining from the early Ottoman, ‘Animal
Carpet’ group, this piece is unique as the
only known carpet to survive bearing the
mythical figure of the phoenix. Of the dozen
examples offered, that ranged from the late
15" to the late 17™ centuries, over 90% sold,
many going to European collectors. The he : :
second highest price achieved was for a Holbein  “Variant’  rug,
(illustrated right) late 16"/early 17" century (lot 197) (estimate £80,000-120,000) which realised
£88,200.
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Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well
as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing,

international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East,
and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international
auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8
of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection ever offered
at auction (November 2022). In recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da
Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist
(Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the
auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.

Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s
recently launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation,
Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour
life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global
livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability
by reducing our carbon emissions by 50% and pledging to be net zero by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify
under-represented voices and support positive change.

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.

* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale
at the back of the sale catalogue.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.
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