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PRIVATE SALE
FOUJITA MASTERPIECE TO
MUSEE ANDO A KARUIZAWA

CHRISTIE’S PRIVATE SALES DEPARTMENT
FACILITATES ACQUISITION OF LEONARD TSUGUHARU FOUJITA’S
CLASSE DE CHATS
TO MUSEUM DEDICATED TO HIS WORKS

LEONARD TSUGUHARU FOUJITA (1886-1968)
Classe de chats signed, dated and inscribed ‘Foujita 1949 n.y.c’ (lower left)
oil on canvas
29 % x 39 % in. (77 x 102 cm.)
Painted in New York in 1949

NEW YORK - Christie’s is proud to announce that its Private Sales Department has helped the first
private museum in Japan dedicated to the works of Léonard Tsuguharu Foujita to acquire a major
picture by the artist. Classe de chats is on display in the museum’s exhibition, Tsuguharu Fouijita:
Room for Cats and Girls, at the Musée Ando a Karuizawa (Ando Museum of Art in Karuizawa), Japan
through Tuesday, 12 September 2023. Classe de chats is exhibited to the public for the first time

since 1989.



Cats played an important role for Foujita on a personal level and in his art. He depicted them with
tenderness on their own, as companions in portraiture, and later in life as anthropomorphic animals in
lively scenes. Animals with humanlike qualities had populated the myths of his childhood, and are
famously depicted in ukiyo-e prints by Utagawa Kuniyoshi, but also from Western sources, such as
La Fontaine’s Fables. Classe de chats ranks among the masterpieces Fouijita painted during his one-
year stay in New York in 1949, and was included in the celebrated solo-exhibition at Mathias Komor
Gallery the same year, which became the talk of the town. A New York paper declared “No living
artist can depict cats in action whilst capturing such variety of expression.”

Foujita and Jean
Cocteau in front of
Classe de chats, New
York, 1949.

Image from the artist’s
photo album at Tokyo
University of the Arts

MUSEE ANDO A KARUIZAWA opened October, 2022 in Karuizawa, a mountain resort area not far
from Tokyo. The museum's collection consists of approximately 200 works by Léonard Tsuguharu
Foujita, a leading painter of the Ecole de Paris, belonging to Yasushi and Megumi Ando. Collected
over the past 20 years, these works had been displayed in the Ando residences in Tokyo. The
museum is conceived with the philosophy of, “inviting you into the collector's home,” so you can relax
and enjoy these incredible works in a comfortable, contemporary setting.

CHRISTIE’S PRIVATE SALES

Through private sales and selling exhibitions, Christie’s connects buyers and sellers of every kind of
artwork outside of the auction room. Christie’s offers private sales year round in all the categories in
which we also conduct auctions. These include Impressionist & Modern Art, Post-War &
Contemporary Art, American Art, Latin American Art, Old Master Paintings, Prints, Furniture &
Decorative Arts, Asian Art, Jewelry, and Watches.
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About Christie’s

(] Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its bespoke
private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education.
Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in
New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).

o Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most
important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection, ever offered at auction (November 2022).
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In recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century
artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless
service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual
pace.

Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently launched
the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new
technologies that are redefining the business of art, including a new venture capital investment fund, the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D
objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels,

and hybrid sales formats.

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through net
zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back
of the sale catalogue.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.
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