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Yves Klein (1928-1962) Âge d'or Monogold (MG36), gold leaf on panel, 22.5 x 16 cm, 1959, Estimate: €1,000,000 - 1,500,000 

 

PARIS — Christie’s presents two contemporary art sales, taking place in Paris on 7 and 8 June. These two auctions, with a 

global estimate of 13 to 19 million euros, will feature a curated selection of 28 major works in an Evening Sale on 7 June, 

and around a hundred more accessibly-priced paintings, drawings, and sculptures in a Day Sale on 8 June. These two quite 

complementary events will, in some cases, offer very different works by a same artist, such as Yves Klein. An Âge d'or 

Monogold by the artist will be one of the Evening Sale highlights (€1,000,000 - 1,500,000), whereas his Vénus d’Alexandrie 

(€60,000-80,000) will be auctioned in the following day’s sale, alongside some of Klein's other works. With works by Zao 

Wou-Ki, Hans Hartung, Jean Dubuffet or Pierre Soulages, to name just a few,both sales will display a wide overview of 

post-war and contemporary art. Some striking discoveries of works by Wifredo Lam, Alexander Calder, Simon Hantaï, and 

Sam Szafran will further highlight the sale. An exceptional piece by Joan Mitchell, Sans Titre (€1,000,000 - 1,500,000), will 

lead a selection of works by women artists.  

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/art-contemporain-vente-du-soir-22149-par/
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/art-contemporain-vente-du-jour-22136-par/
https://www.christies.com/en/artists/yves-klein?lotavailability=All&sortby=alllots_desc


Women artists 
 
Christie’s is offering works by Miriam Cahn and Anna Eva Bergman, 
thus joining in on the great ongoing Paris exhibitions.  
Other well-known women artists will also be featured, such as Meret 
Oppenheim, Niki de Saint Phalle, Maria Zerres, Silvia Bächli, Etel Adnan 
and Fabienne Verdier. The younger generations will not be overlooked 
either, with notably Claire Tabouret — a former rising star and now a 
central figure in the contemporary art landscape. 
A painting by Joan Mitchell, the headline of last autumn’s event, will be 
a highlight of the upcoming Evening Sale. Sans Titre is an accomplished 
work of art from 1955 — a decisive period in Mitchell’s early career. 
After quitting New York, she began her longstanding relationship with 
France, eventually settling there permanently. This smaller-scale 
untitled work is a vivid embodiment of the artist’s intense quest for 
beauty. Aged only 30, Mitchell demonstrates a total mastery of her 
chosen media (Estimate: €1,000,000 - 1,500,000). 
 
 
 
 

New-to-the-market works by Jean 
Dubuffet 

Collectors will be offered an exceptional opportunity, namely 
three works by Jean Dubuffet from the collection of Max 
Loreau, author of Dubuffet’s catalogue raisonné. Loreau, a 
Belgian philosopher, poet, art critic, and close friend of the 
artist, published several works about – and sometimes with – 
Jean Dubuffet. The three works included in the Evening Sale 
were gifted to Loreau by the artist himself and inherited by 
the current owners. La vie interne du minéral (€450,000 - 
650,000), Gala de Terre (€200,000 - 300,000) and la Paix des 
plaines (€250,000 - 450,000) have thus never appeared on 
the market before. 
 

A selection of rare pieces 
The 7 and 8 June sales will provide many opportunities to acquire 
rare works by major 20th-century artists. Art connoisseurs will enjoy a 
stunning ensemble of three works by Hans Hartung (€70,000 - 
350,000), a Manteau de la Vierge by Simon Hantaï featuring his 
defining pliage technique (€150,000 - 200,000), Six White dots on 
yellow, a small and malicious stabile by Alexander Calder (€250,000 - 
350,000), and IBNX2, a 1963 oil on canvas by Jean Degottex 
(€100,000 - 150,000). Among the wide variety of lots  Damballah, an 
iconic painting by Wifredo Lam executed after his trip to Cuba and 
inspired by Caribbean, African and Cubist shapes (€800,000 - 
1,200,000) is a must see. 18.10.76, a vivid and radiant oil on canvas 
by Zao Wou-Ki is a further highlight of the sale . This work, previously 
exhibited in Japan, reveals the artist’s boundless imagination.   

https://www.christies.com/artists/joan-mitchell?lotavailability=All&sortby=relevance
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6395586


Pierre Soulages 
Finally, any description of these auctions would be incomplete without mentioning Pierre Soulages. The sale includes two 

of the artist's paintings, notably Peinture 130 x 290 cm, 21 novembre 1990, a monumental, almost 3-metre-wide 

outrenoir appearing on the market for the first time in 30 years (Estimate: €1,000,000 - 1,500,000). 

 

PRACTICAL INFO 
VIEWINGS: 9, Avenue Matignon 75008 PARIS, from 1 to 7 and 8 June 
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Captions for the works illustrating this document: 

Joan Mitchell (1925-1992) Sans Titre, oil on canvas, 45 x 37 cm, circa 1955, estimate: €1,000,000 - 1,500,000 

Jean Dubuffet (1901-1985) La vie interne du minéral, silver paper mounted on masonite, 97 x 130 cm, 1959-1960, estimate: €450,000 - 650,000 

Wifredo Lam (1902-1982) Damballah, oil on canvas, 125 x 153 cm, 1944-1945, estimate: €800,000 - 1,200,000 

Pierre Soulages (1919-2022) Peinture 130 x 290 cm, 21 novembre 1990, oil on canvas, 130 x 290 cm, 1990, estimate: €1,000,000 - 1,500,000 

© Christie’s images limited 2023 

 
About Christie 
 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s 
offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 
countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the 
only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).      
 
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has achieved the world record 
price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living 

https://christies-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/p/apauvert/EqEke3hHJGBIp7BRQZ0r8ggBEkd0r0pFF66BOdWIK9VKTQ?e=tdaLcU
mailto:s.heymann@heymann-associes.com
mailto:colombe@heymann-associes.com
mailto:pressparis@christies.com
https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/locations/
https://www.christies.com/calendar/
https://www.christies.com/departments/index.aspx
https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-6110563
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6369449


artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's is also recognised as a reference for prestigious single owner collections, having auctioned 8 of the 10 most important collections in 
history. 
 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at 
a client’s individual pace. 
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), 

with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies 

that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding 

experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats. 

 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions 

by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.  

 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees. 
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