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AN OPULENT AESTHETIC:
AN IMPORTANT PRIVATE COLLECTION
FROM AN ENGLISH COUNTRY HOUSE

London, 9 February 2023

Interiors, from left to right: The Drawing Room and the ‘salon’ hang in The Bar

London — On 9 February, Christie’s will offer An Opulent Aesthetic: An Important Private
Collection from an English Country House in a live auction. Presenting an opulent
reinterpretation of the traditional country house style, the sale comprises 266 lots. The
collector’s notable connoisseurship and taste is evident in the distinctive mise-en-scéne they
created; the house provided a luxurious retreat from the city, where friends were entertained
on a grand scale. Spanning 19" century and Old Master paintings to fine furniture, clocks,
porcelain, silver, soft-furnishings and lighting, many works boast illustrious provenance,
coming from important English, European and American collections such as that of Alberto
Bruni Tedeschi and those of the Lords Hesketh at Easton Neston and the Sackville family at
Knole. Estimates range from £600 up to £600,000. The pre-sale public exhibition will be on
view at Christie’s headquarters from 3 to 8 February.

| 19™ CENTURY AND OLD MASTER PAINTINGS, INCLUDING SPORTING ART |
The top lot of the sale is The Return by Alfred de Dreux, 1859 (estimate: £400,000-600,000).
Sporting art is a thread which runs throughout the collection largely in the form of dog pictures,
which were ‘salon’ hung in The Bar. The wounded hound by Richard Ansdell, 1847, leads this
group (estimate: £200,000-300,000, also illustrated in-situ above). Notable Old Master




pictures include John Constable’s Flatford Mill from the tow path (estimate: £80,000-120,000)
and Sir Joshua Reynolds’s half-length Portrait of a lady, traditionally identified as Mrs.
Elizabeth Sheridan (estimate: £50,000-80,000). All illustrated left to right, below:

DECORATIVE ARTS |

Among the rich array of Decorative Arts offered from this eclectic collection are, from left to
right: a Louis XV ormolu-mounted Japanese lacquer bombe commode, attributed to Jacques
Dubois, mid-18™" century (estimate: £70,000-100,000); a set of three Charles Il silver-gilt
furnishing vases and covers, circa 1670-80 (estimate: £70,000-100,000); a pair of ormolu-
mounted brule-parfums, circa 1785-1790 (estimate: £40,000-60,000); and a Louis XIV
savonnerie carpet fragment, late 17" century, commissioned by Louis XIV to furnish the Grand
Galerie au bord de I'eau at the Palais du Louvre (estimate: £40,000-60,000).

To view the full sale please click here
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About Christie’s

» Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online
auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal,
art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas,
Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva.
It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).

« Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s
has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable
collection ever offered at auction (November 2022). Christie’s has also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction
(Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol's Shot Sage Blue Marilyn,, 2022) and for a
work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019).Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art,
jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.

* Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays),
Christie’s recently launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in
digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use
of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that
integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.

« Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving
sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-
represented voices and support positive change. Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at:
www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the
Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.
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