CHRISTIE’S

PRESS RELEASE | LONDON | 27 FEBRUARY 2024

CHRISTIE’S SPONSERS
THE BRITISH AND NIGERIAN PAVILIONS
AT LA BIENNALE DE VENEZIA

John Akomfrah representing Great Britain Curator of the Nigeria Pavilion,
© Christian Cassiel Aindrea Emelife
Courtesy Lisson Gallery

London — Christie’s collaboration at this year's Venice Biennale will include continued sponsorship of the
British Pavilion as well as supporting the Nigerian Pavilion for the first time. Christie’s joins the art world in
the celebration of La Biennale di Venezia, marking the 60" International Art Exhibition, which will take place
from 20 April to 24 November 2024.

John Akomfrah’s commission for the British Pavilion, entitled Listening All Night To The Rain continues the
artist and filmmakers investigation into themes of memory, migration, racial injustice and climate change with
a renewed focus on the act of listening and the sonic. The installation encourages visitors to experience the
19th century neoclassical building in a different way, transforming the fabric of the space in order to
interrogate relics and monuments of colonial histories. Christie's first sponsored the British Pavilion in 2022,
with Sonia Boyce awarded the prestigious Golden Lion for Sonia Boyce: Feeling Her Way.

Signaling Nigeria’s second year at the Biennale, the exhibition Nigeria Imaginary will feature works by a
cross-generational group of artists who have lived in both Nigeria and its diaspora: Tunji Adeniyi-Jones, Ndidi
Dike, Onyeka Igwe, Toyin Ojih Odutola, Abraham Oghobase, Precious Okoyomon, Yinka Shonibare CBE
RA, and Fatimah Tuggar. Curated by Aindrea Emelife (Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art at MOWAA,
the Museum of West African Art in Benin City, Nigeria) and Commissioned by the Governor of Edo State,
Godwin Obaseki, on behalf of Nigeria’s Federal Ministry of Art, Culture and the Creative Economy, the
exhibition will exclusively feature commissioned, site-specific works, which will be installed throughout the



historic Palazzo Canal in Venice’s Dorsoduro. Christie’s partnered with Aindrea Emelife on Bold Black British,
an exhibition held in London in 2021. In October 2023, this extended to a collaboration with the Museum of
West African Art (MOWAA) where a selection of works were sold in order to raise funds for their creative
district and institutional initiatives, including the presentation at the Venice Biennale.
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About Christie’s

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe,
Middle East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted for
our expert live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a full portfolio
of global services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury
categories, at price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 7 of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history,
achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art and
manages an investment fund to support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also committed to advancing responsible culture throughout
its business and communities worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at christies.com or by
downloading Christie’s apps.

* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale
catalogue. *Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.
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